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prevail. and of what character they were. ?re'st of a matter, otherwise within the exclu-
Andfr et B, M. Baks gt Sns edcion ot o 2
\ . on which may come u e hon.
the Revised Statutes of Canada, copied from : gentleman’s posi'tiofr be rightp’in regard to
the elabqrate provisions made for the sameianother matter, that counsel, other than the
purpogsg u‘aI Ehng%x:d, and there newg] was.a ; two nat;:ed lt]);;' the gomx?isiion;rs, shall ha{ve
man, Sir John ompson, or any other em-:access to that tribunal. If the parties in-
inetxlzlt nﬁan in this Houze, who was climrged | terested may attend by counsel, gne of the
with these matters, who ventured the sug-{ very first questions that will come up will
gestions that have fallen from the lips of be that; and if the hon. gentlemeg are
*gze_l Prime Ministedr, tang] ; the Bt{iniSt’%x of! anx;g;:ls that thlias lcommi%sion shall groceﬁd
ailways in regard to s matter. ere’ speedily, and shall not be disturbed, why
never was a suggestion ip anythiqg whic}x 1 should not that doubt—though the hox}. gen-
Sir John T{lompson said touching thlsgtleman does not share it—be put aside by
amendment in 1889, of a totally diﬂ_’erent; the use of apt language ? ‘What possible rea-
Act passed for a totally diﬁerent‘ purpose, ' son is there for resisting the suggestion
that would _warrant the observation made: that all doubts as to the jurisdiction of par-
by the Minister of Railways, that he had;nament should be removed ? I would put
mecessaty. and that with regard to the 1o who hay stadted the question at al, when
'y, with regard to the in-; who has studied {he question at all, when
demnity provisions it had gone so far. There; you are dealing tyith a question like the
Wa§ nothing said, and for.a gooq reason ;: Huron and Brock.vﬂle cases, and other.simi-
these two statutes .dqal with entirely djf- !lar questions, s\;hxch is the Act most suitable
ferent subjects. This is the first case OWth.h {to copy ? Which are the provisions most
the. hon. gentleman can call te mind miadeqpate on their face ? Those in the Act
Comimission with AUCHOEE tu taqnive taty 1o the ket respeaing Inquiries 1ni0 auy mAt
ity to inquire into! e Act respecting inquiries into any mat-
the prevalence of corrupt practices and fraud: ters relating to good government? So, in
and crime and rascality relating to elections ; 1889, Sir John Thompson, recognizing the
?ir ainy(tihifng ells;e. The other is the machinery | difference, not only in the language, but in
evised for that purpose by the able men:the application of those two statutes—one
who prepared that legislation in England. ‘ expressly dealing Witlg corrupt pracgiges _and
l’.l;‘?ekother és the {gsglt olt; thehstudy og 1\§r. : gxmies, the other d(}alxﬁg Wltlll inquiries n;tg
ake, made in 1876, when he copied the the improvement of the civil service, wit
legiIslatiothith certain in;prg:gn;)ents; and, : regard tc;hthe conguct of ofgcers in the ser-
as L say, it was never preten ¥y any one vice, wi regard to matters suggesting
on either side of this House, before we had legislation, matters in connection with the
at hand that little Act relating to public in-: grain trade, and other matters of that char-
quiries into matgers relating to good govern-, acter—might W(ﬁl say that the provision was
ment, that would make that machinery and. unnecessary, which found its way into the
all those provisions in the other Act wholly : Corrupt Practiﬁclas Act, simply on the ground
unnecessary. on which Mr. Blake put it, that you have to
Touching, too, this question as to juris-.depend on criminals for some of the most
diction, I would like the hon. gentleman to: impertant evidence, and you cannot hope to
remember the peculiar jurisdiction respect-: get that evidence, or get to the bottom of a
ing this matter of elections and all relating crime, where the crime has extensively pre-
to them. In May it is laid down : ivaillegég u(xiﬂess you go further than the Aect
of oes, and give complete indemnity,
mons o Ve o Serermming i mavtors ey | 2ud allow the commission to grant absolute
the election of their own members. gpartfion.to the dcriminali who énai;esha fell
i confession, and properiy conduc imseif
gnd hebjgoets inﬁo tli;e hiitory o]f this interest- befoi')e the comlr)nisgi]on,M is? the rgaigls have
g subject, showing how the courts had:not Deen met by the Minister o ilways,
;‘ttemipteitih to deta,l t'evii:il:lh .th;ﬁe m(:iatular?, but. aniddthef reggons} i thinTLl’.l, were clearhto tlhie
ow in the contes e will and claim of . mind o ir Jonrn ompson, wher he
parliament had prevailed, as of course it amended an Act intended to d’eal with a
would prevail. So that when we find parlia- totally different matter.
ment delegating to the courts, and by Act of: As to the payment of witnesses, the hon.
Parliament, of course, only a portion of its: gentleman says that we do not do ourselves
jurisdiction, and that relating simply to con- | justice in assuming that the government do
troverted elections, and then in regard to;not intend to make ample provision for the
corrupt practices prevaﬂéngdat electicl;ns, it ;';r;!itneses{h iI d& notfkggw ﬁbont o{:}her mem-
does seem to me to afford more than a:bers on s side o s House, but I will
doubt as to whether this general legislation tell the hon. gentleman why I have con-
cen be said to have taken the rest of thesiderable doubt. I will admit that the state-
jurisdiction away, or to have beenm so ex- ment of .the Minister of Railways to-day,
g;tessed that it t\:w;uld have g?e;x intgrpretﬁlfdt, g %n? i:h;el . st:a.n‘.eznimtc;;]::att gf 3he PrimelMtxgistetr
fter argument, to mean that under that before him, on that head, are ample sat-
the Governor in Council could deal with the | isfy me, that is, the express promise, as I
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