
9 THE Hi:C(ES?-ION OF M^UTYIIS.

in thi?i oiillglitonoil irmetoonth century the niaiiia for ixrsccu-

tion shows itself. In some ec-des'astiesil constitutions it ii*

evidently hereditary. Popish Spain expels Protestants.

Protestant Sweden expels Papists.

II. Halving established the i.ict, that there hns been a sue

cession of martyrs in the Christian church, it is proposed to

show that IN TII.VT succession those who PUOFESSKD IJ.M'TIST

PKINCIPLES HOLD A DISTINOUISHKD PLACE.

The first martyrs, you arc fully aware, were all Baptists ;
for

infant baptism was Jiot known till the middle of the third cen-

tury, and was not generally practised for a long ti\ne afterwards.

Among the witnesses for the truth who suffered during the

dark ar^es those who reiected infant bai>tism were generally

doomed to the severest inflictions. /Vll classes rosi^ up against

them. Priests and people were eijuiilly enraged. Peter of

Bruys and his followers, in the twelith century—the Albigcn-

j<eri—the Waldcnsos—and other sects, bearing ditferent names,

but agreeing in their testimony agai.ist prevailing superstitions,

were sul)jected to all manner o+' outrage. Innumerable mur-

ders were committed in the name of religion. The blcod of

the saints was poured out like water.

S_ystematic opposition to the truth, carried on unremittingly

for centuries, had well nigh accomplished its object. The

separatists from Rome were a-ushed, or driven l\)r a time into

concealment. Emboldened by the rise of the lleformeis, our

Baptist forefathers left their hiding places, claimed kindred

with the protesting parties, and invited them to a fuller deve-

lopment ot their princii)les. But their advances were scorn-

fully rejected. The Reformers refused alliance with them, and

strove to put them down. Papists regarded them as the

offscouring of the Reformation, and poured upon them double

venn-eance. They were threatened with extermination on all

sides. The storm burst on them with unmitigated fury.

The death-work began in Switzerland. " Qui i'eruin mer-

rjil, vicnjatur;' said Zuingle—" let him ivho re-dips [it was

»»


