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Lastly. Tlu8 theory has l)ocn often defcmlcd upon this princinlo,
that as should the end not now happen, the excitement is doing good.-**
Il 18 not a new idea to do evil that good may come ; but let the nature
of the evil, aa already pointed out, be consider-J, and then enquire, can
ivo, vvith the light we have, be guiltless, if we should prorr^ote it, even
with good in view? The means of grace which God has engaged to
blesa, are pointed out, and it is at our peril if we substitute others : but
It IS P daring I cannot characterise, to adopt that which does violence to
that « Word by which we shall be justified, or >/ which we shall bo
condemneil. ^ut I deny its good results. It is in the great majority
of uistances merely the alarm of a guilty conscience, scared at the proi
pect of speedy ruin. Let the « exciting cause be removed, and the dan -
ger 18 great mdeed, that many will spoeilily becoir.3 tenfold more the
children of the devil than before. Nothing is done to impart light ; to
the most grossly ignorant the reception of this one sentiment furnishes
the passport to tne realms of blies.

4./A. I v^'as to notice the ends for which we should keen our eve
upon prophecy, in tracing the dispensations of Divine Providence. '

•

Prophecy, and time as it rolls on, should be carefully compared; not
to discover what is concealed, but what is gradually unfolding. And in
this view, the *' Signs of the Times" l>ecomo every day more inleresting
and momentous. Antichrist is gradually expiring under repented fissaults—tiie disease is mortal. Yet it is a question there is ground for proTiosine,may vye not anticipate a partial recovery—a last deadly struggle--before
no sink to rise no more?
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The seat of the Turkish Prophet is also shaken
; and that empire

which has so long cherished this dreadful enemy to truth, may well trem-
ble. 1 he doom of the empire is certain

; when.or by what means it shall
be inflicted, it belongs to God in his own time to shew. Infidelity, in all
IS withering forms, must also perish, destroyed by the Spirit of the Lord,
and then cometh the end :" but as « yet we see not ail things put unde?

iim, and our posture should be that of resigne. ', and teachable expecta.
lion. While the " vision" is yet for an appointed time, we ought ever
to recollect that it is « at the end it shall speak and not lie ;" and ihouoh
It may tarry, according to our mistaken calculations, vet we are to wJit
lor It, because it surely will oome and not tarrv Hab. ii. 3.

Thus I have endeavoured, as proposed, to illustrate and prove, the
different parts of the subject. If some po-ts exhibit a want of that ar-
range.Tiei:t anv method, so essential to clearness, let it be considered as
unavoidable in sketching and exposing a few features of a theory which
IS comnhcakd and inconsistent in the extreme. For the dillerent posi-
tions! nave taken I have, I trust, adduced evidence from the holy oracles.
i now beseech you therefore, to examine that evidence, and « hold fast
hat which ,s good." And now, dlow me in justice to mvself, and that
tru.h I h?ve endeavoured to exhibit, to say, that it is neidicr mv ivish,


