
26 CANADA PIKST; OR,

lodestar more potent than a mere community of profit. Tem-
porizing makeshifts may suit a futureless people. Unless we
intend to be mere hewers of wood and drawers of water until

the end, we should in right earnest set about strengthening

the foundations of our identity ; unless we are ready to

become the laughing stock of the world, we had better not
lose sight of the awful possibility of sinking under self-imposed

burdens of territory. It is not by mimicking the formalities

of the old world, or aping time-worn solemnities which have

as possible to the only country where a family can bo securely founded.
We prize as highly as is possible to prize it, the continuance of an
affectionate connection between Canada and the mother country

;

but the connection must be so regulated as not to prevent Canada
from becoming a nation.

" What we say with regard to the State in Canada, may be said
with regard to the Church also. We have sometimes heard com-
plaints that the merits of Colonial clergymen are not recognized by
promotion in the English Church ; but we cannot sympathize with
these complaints, because it appears to us that such promotion, how-
ever gratifying in some respects, would confirm Colonial churchmen
in a misapprehension of their position. Let the Church in Canada
keep the most grateful recollection of her origin, and cherish her
spiritual connection with the Church of the mother country ; but she
must remember that she is herself the Church, not of England, but
of Canada, and that she will have to draw her life from the soil in
which she is planted, and to adapt herself to the circumstances and
exigencies of her actual position. Our laity are apt to fancy that
they are still members of a Church established and endowed by the
State, and to refuse to contribute for the support of the clergy to
anything like the extent which the voluntary system requires. Per-
haps the clergy, on their part, sometimes do a little to keep up this
illusion. Both clergy and laity, however, must get rid of it, if the
Church is fo prosper in this country. The Canadian laity have to
support a Canadian clergy under the voluntary system ; the clergy
have to gain the confidence of the Canadian laity under the same
system, and to found the Church on the free allefiriannp of tViP. n«.na-

dian people."


