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Such is the profound yet simple theology of
Vincent de Lerins; such is still the Catholic 'doc-
trine regarding development and the stability of
dogma. And thus it happens to the theory of
progress, as it does to every other anti-Christian
doctrine

:
what it pursued with toil and trouble, is

found in the bosom of Catholicity. In leaving us,
philosophy may carry off a word, the thing re-
mains with us. In vain does the activity of man
stir up an idea that comes from us, demanding of
it an unknown perfection and felicity. Whilst his
wisdom perishes in the midst of his abortive works,
old reality continues ever blooming in the heart of
Catholicity, and calmly pursues that upward course
which is to terminate in God.

fectus hnbebiturreligionis? Habeatur pland, et maximiia
sed ,ta tamen ut vere profectus sit ille, fidei non permutatio.'
biquidem ad profectum pertinet, ut in semetipsum unaqiiiBquo xt%
amphficetur; ad permutationem ver6 ut aliquid ex alio in aliud
transvertatur , . .

. . .
Ita etiam Christianas religionis dogma sequatur has docot

profectuiim regulas, ut annis scilicet consolidetur, dilatetm- torn-
pore, sublimetur jstate, incorruptum tamen, illibatumque porma-

. . . Quid unqudm aliud conciliorum dccretis enisa est nisi ut
quod ante4 simpliciter credebatur, hoc idem posted diUgontiCis
crederetur

. . . nisi ut quod prius d majoribus sold traditione
susceperat, hoc deind^ posteris per scripturaj chirographum con-
signaret, magnam rerum summam paucis litteris comprehendendo
et plerumque propter intelligentiaj lucem, non novum fidei flensura'
novffi appellationis proprietate signando. (Vincent. Lirin. Com.
momt. c. XXIII.)


