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She took her piece of meat, and, turning it over and over in her

hands, began tearing and cutting at it in a way that was not

very dainty, but extremely otherwise. After biting off a few

mouthfuls, she threw it down on the dirty ground of the wigwam
before her, and, inserting one of her greasy hands in the bosom

of her dress, she pulled out a large piece of soiled paper, and,

unfolding it before me, she began in excited tones to tell me how
she had kept the tally of the "praying days," for thus they

style the Sabbath. Greatly interested in her story, and in her

wild joyous way of describing her efforts to keep her record

correct, I stopped eating and looked over her paper, as she

talked away. Imagine my great delight to find that through

the long months which had passed since I had given her that

paper and pencil, she had not once missed her record. This

day was Thursday, and thus she had marked it. Her plan

had been to make six short marks, and then a longer one for

Sunday.
" Missionary," she said very earnestly, " sometimes it seemed

as though I would fail. There were times when the ducks or

geese came very near, and I felt like taking my gun and

firing. Then I remembered that it was the praying day, and

so I only put down the long mark and rested. I have not set

a net, or caught a fish, or fired a gun, on the praying day since

I heard about it at your house so far away."

Of course I was delighted at all this, and said some kind words

of encouragement. Then we resumed our dinner. I had my
piece of meat in one hand, and with the knife in the other was

endeavouring to cut off the pieces and eat them. The good

woman replaced the precious paper and pencil in her bosom, and

then picked up her piece of meat from the dirty ground, and,

after turning it over and over in her hands, began with her

strong teeth to tear off the large mouthfuls. All at once she

stopped eating, and, looking intently at my piece, she said, " Your

piece is not a very good one, mine is very fine," and before I

could protest, or say a word, she quickly exchanged the pieces

;

and from her portion, which she put in my hand, I had to finish

my dinner. As what she did is considered an act of great
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