
78 A RAILWAY rO THE KLONDIKE.

Till-; K(ni>mil M .\K rill simmit.

jf-ai's ill their jniinicys fnun tiic cimsl to

the iiitt'fior, were tiiiaUy uhaiiiliiiicil liy the

iimjority of the iiniiiiirruiits; Wliilc puss,

with Skiiirway us liic port of entry, heetiine

the favoiiti' route. This was sim-ii to lie

th" loiiical path for the iron horse to make
his entry into tiie ^'ukon valley. i;eitiiiLr

over the ranirc at the lowest altitiiile.

Eii^'lisli uikI .\ineri<'ai\ capitalists soon hail

their enirineers <>n the spot, iiinl the work

of iMiildini; the WhiJe I'ass ai\(i Yukon
railway followed close ii|)on th<' i)reliniinary

surveys.

The route starts from Ska^rway. traverses

White pa.Hs, descends into the Yuko.i valley

l>y way of tlie <'lniiii ol' lakes anil ends at

Fort Selkirk, on the Viikon, over three

hundred miles from Ska;.fway. The twenty

miles itelweeii tide water and the lop of the

pas.s presented a prolilein of uiial ililhii\lty.

In this there is a rise of two thousitid

eifrhi hundred and fifty feet, nearly all of

which must lie overcome in one part. The

distiiifruishin;.' feature in accoinplishiim- tliis

is the employment of many sharp ein\e-.

built with irreat skill on shelves in the fai"

of the rock. \\\ this means ii maviniun.

jrrade of :!.'.! per cent., or two hundred

and S'.\ feet to the mile, has lieen oli-

tained. Few lailroads not depeiidiiii.'- mi

tlu' coit I'an boast of such a steep irradii'it.

Heiiiin in the spriiiir of I
^i '•'<. the work

Steadily advanced i.nder a force of one

thousand live hundred workniiii. and in

days twenty-two hours in leiiirlh. On
the •'tltli of last Februarv the first train

arrived at the top of the pass, and tlic ter-

minus at Fort Selkirk will probably be

reached before the close of this year. The
road is a single truck narrow -jiiiire, and

its ei|uipiiient is li^hi. but its mi.ssion is a

merciful one. and'|iiits an end to the terrible

disiomfort and daiiu:er of the (u-erland

route to the new KIdiirado. So far the

<'ost has been excessive, soinelliiii^f like

si.xty thousand dollais a mile, but the veiy

dillii'uli conditions met with in the licLrin-

uinir will di.sap|iiar in the descent to Fort

Selkirk, and the construction convei|Ui'ntly

will be much cheaper.

There have been many who have pre-

dicied iin cMeiisioii of our railway systems

aloniilhe weslein shines of I his colli iliellt

to ciinfroiii a similaM'Meiision of the Trans-

Siberian on the opposite shores of lieriiif^

strait. All thintrs coiisidered. it is i|uile

safe to say that through trains from San

Franci.sco to St. I'etersburi,' are not of the

near future. The White I'liss and Yukon
is not to be thoiiirht of as the first link of

a scl'"me at iiresent impraciiiable. For

some lime to come it will be a modest

affair, and would fail for liu k of sustenance

Were it not for c.vce.ssivc passeiiLrer and

freiirhl rates. One may ride on its cars

for twenty cents a mile, or ship freii,dit at

chari.'es cipiivaleiit to one hundred dollars

per ton between Cliicauo and New York.

The developineiit of the country throuj.di

which the road will pass will soon r<MlucL'

these liitrh rales. At all events, they are

so reasoi':;ble in comparison with those of

the Indian jiackeis. who have been askin;;

from fifleeii to forty cents per pound to t'el

1^>».
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