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line, l)iit well known to (ho tynitlcmiui wlio soli-

cited tliiit c'liailci, wlui it lie inul th.-Mijrlit it con-
ti()vertil)l(> would d(iul)tl<"ss inve oDIainetl an ordiT
tin recliiyiiiii- and adiuiiiii; ii ; and supposiiiif,

wliicli was not granted, llial there blioidd l>e any
error or mistake in llu; line, yet, havinjj bei-n run
nnd staled so loiiij l)el'ore tlw; jjruit ot ('onnccticiit

charter, and held l)v posscsvicj'i (or (itj years, and
towns and plantations havinij l)een sjranled ami
settled upon the same, il was unreasonable, now,
tu draw it into (|iiestiori.

'riiere beini^ so little prospect of tiie Massachu-
setts receiiinif Ironi a line of which thi'y had so

ioiij; been in possession, ('(Hniecticul made their ap-
plication to l']iii>land, and we lind by a letler from
(I'overnor Saltonstall of Connectient, in 1711), that

lie was expceliiijj orders concernin<j it. If any
came, probably they were such as n-pealedly after-

wards were sent to New llnnipshire, viz. to settle

the controversy by coniinissioners a|)poinled or

ni'reed upon by (lie ijeneral courts of each colony.

lie that as it may, it is certain tliiil Connecticut
renewed their application to tiie Massachusetts,

and at leni>:tli comniissiotis passed the seals of each
iroverniiKMit with ample powers lo settle the con-
troversy. The Massachusetts were intent upon
securing the property to such persons to whom
they had gratited lands nnd the jurisdiction of
those towns which had been settled by them. Suf-

field, l]nfield, and Woodstock, were the only

towns which coidd be adi'cted. Connecticut wej
also apprehensive (hat part of the town of Sims-

bury, which had bcien settled by that i^overnmeiit,

mjirht fall within tlie Massachusetts. It was there-

fore settled as a preliminary, that the towns should

remain to the governments by which they had been
settled, and the |)roperty ol as many acres as should

appear ujjon a balance to have been gained by one
government from the other, should be coineyed
out of other unimproved lands as a satisfaction or

e(|uiv(dent, only, as ther»; was about two miles

^vhich Windsor claimed upon tliet(}WM orSuliield,

there having been long contest iietween tiiese two
towns concerning the validity of the respective

grants, it was agreed the two miles should belong-

to Connecticut if they fell within their line.

Nothing could be more equitable nor tend more
to the (uture peace and content ot the iiihabilants of

the contested borders.

It appeared, by the report o( the commissioners,

that ltJ7,79J acres of land were iliie from the Mas-
sachusetts, who accordingly made a grant thereof

to Connecticut. They accepted and made sale of

(he same, and applied the produce to (he support

of Yale college and other public uses, anil the con-

troverted (owns for many years after continued
\vi(liou( molestation under the jurisdiction by which
they were scllliil.

'rill' alfairs of the war had so <>n;r'<'-jed the atten-

tion of all persnns, that we hear little of pirly dis-

putes and disconl tor live or six years pist; but
as soon as lliey were deli vi red Irom eir iniis with-
out, a contention began witiiin. troiii a n<';v cause,

the ed'ects ot which were (el( many years logelher.

The paper bills of ciedi( were the cause of tliiii

conlenlion. So many l)ills had been issneil fur the
charijes of (he war, particularly the large sum of
40,tMK)/. issued for (he Canaila expedition, that

they were beitouie (he soh; ins(runien( and measurr;

of commerce, and silver and gold were entirely

banished. ()(' two instruments, one in use in a
particular s(a(e only, (he odier wi(li the whole
commercial world, it is easy to determine wliicli

must leave that particular state and which remain.

The currency of silver and gold entin ly ceasing,

the prici! ot every (liing bougli( or sold was no
longer compared (hcrewidi, but with (In; paper
bills, or radier wi(li mere ideal pounds, shillings,

and pence. Tht! rise of exchange with J:;nglan(I

and all other countries, was not attributed to the

true cause, the want of a (ixed staple medium, but
to the general bad slate of the trade, it was
thought that increasing the paper bills would en-

liven and relbrin the trade. Three parties were
formed, one very small, which were for drawing
in the paper bills and depending upon silver and
gold currency. Mr. Hutchinson, one of the mem-
bers for Hoston, was among the most active of this

party, lie was an enemy, all Ins li(<', to a tlepre-

ciating currency, upon a principle very ancient,

but too seldom practised upon, nil utile quod iion

Iwnisliiiti.

Another parly was very numerous. These had
projected a private bank, or rather had taken up
a project published in l,ondon in the year 1G84 ;

but (ids not being generally known in America, a

merehunt in JJoston was the reputed father of it.

There was nothing more in it than issuing bills of

credit, which all liie members of the company
promised to receive as money, but at no certain

value compared with silver and gohl ; and real

estates, to a sufiicient value, were to be bound as

a security thai the company should perform th< ir

eiigagenuuits. They were solicitins; the sanction

of tlie general court, anil an act of government to

incorporate them. This party generally consisted

of persons in difticult or involved circumstances

in trade, or such as ,vere possessed of real estates,

but had little or no ready money at command, or

men of no substaticc ut all ; and we may well
j
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