
c'jiintless nodks and harbors. The riigjjed, rocky slmrcs art- in many
places rehevcd by sniodth stretches of sandy bo.ich, allouini; of safe
batliin;,' for the most timid and ine.\]3erienced.

Muskoka lias a charm of its own ; it possesses an iiidi\ idnality

that is iini(|ne, its scenery is most varied ; its atmosjihere invii^uiratini;,

bracinf^, heaith-reiiewinir.

One of the most noteworthy characteristics of this region is the
entire freedom from may I'1,\i:i< experienci'd e\i'n In the most acute
sufferers from this malady, '["his is due to many causes its j,neat

elevation above the le\clof Lake Ontario, the balsamic odor of the
surroundinjr forests of |iine, ledar and balsam, and freedom from
dainj5, owin.if to the rocky n.iture of the country.

It is siyiiiliiant in this connection that the name Muskoka is su]i-

losed by some to l)e tierived from an Indian word " Mus-(iuo-tali,"
ignifying " Red (nound ;

" others claim its derivation from an Indi.ni

ord mcaninf,^ "Clear-Sky-Land," an<l some .iLcain },dve the credit to

le famous Missasaua chief, " Mes(iuo-okee," who was wont to repair
)this i)art of the red man's dom.iin for his summer \acation. Kven
le jioetic instinct of the untutored sa\age appri'ciated the beauty of

lis spot.

Muskoka is noti'd for the number and excellence of its hotels

nd boardinj^ houses, of which there are in thi' neit^hborliood of

(]rty,at \arious intervals alonf,^ the line of the steamboat route. The
ates rantje from Si.oo to S2.00 pi r day, anil the accommodation is all

hat can be desired or expected for this class of business (see hotel

ist, pa<:e 12).

Perhaps the most noticeable feature besides the hotels is the

larLje number of summer cottages on the islands or on points of the
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mainland. They are largely occupied and owned by Toronto and
Hamilton citizens, and also by citizens of the United States.

Gravenhurst, it is worthy of mention, has been chosen as the
site f( th> new Consumptive Sanitarium, after long and careful
"v nents and tests by medical experts of various places through-
ano ;)oniinion and United States. This decision is of itself a

sufficient recommend. ition to ail those MDUhied uuh i>tlim.i ,in.i

lung complaints to seek tlii-^ lualili giving region for re<'Uperation.

Ti> those u lio do not know M iiskoka, and to w liom even ( )ntario

itself, with its buss c ities and nel\\'ork of railways, is but a place on
the map of C.iii.ida, our nortlu'rn regions are associated in their

minds with snow and ice and rough, iinlement we.ithei-; in fact,
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A Typical Hunting Scene in Muskoka District,

there is a prevailing im])ressioii among strangers that if ('.inada has
a summer, it is very short, or that winter follows (lost.' on the heels of

the regulation summer season. Those who only s])eii(l the dog days
in Muskoka, miss some of the grandest foliage effects to ln' witnessed
.here in the fall months, when the \ arv ing tints of burnished gold and
red of beech .ind maple, contrasting with the ileep, cool gricn of

])ine and balsam, and set on tire, as it were, by the rays of .1 brilliant

sun, burning from out a cloudless sky, produce a scene, tlu' beauty
of which defies the artist's pi'iicil or ilie poet's ])en to do mure than
suggest.

\"iolets have been gathereil at lieaumai'is on t'hristmas day and
kept in full flower during Christmas week, iioating and lishing are

at their best during .August, September and ()ctober, and on many
(lavs in November the writer has rowed and paddk'd in summer
t'ostume.

To hunters it is a paradise, dei'r, be.ir, fox and partridge abound-
ing, while the gamiest of trout and bass and the weighlii'St maski-
nonge are the delight of all who tempt its waters with rod and line.

k MUSKOKA LAKES RESORTS.
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The term Muskoka Lakes refers chietly to the three fair sister

lakes, Mtiskokti, Rosscdii and Jofrpli. 'I'he sinuous shores of these

three lakes form a coast line of hundreds of miles, with some four

hundred beautiful islands studded with considerable regularitv, thus

affording ade(|nate protection and shelter for the frailest caaoe or

rowboat. The lakes are traversed in all directions by the comfortable
steamers of the Muskoka Navigation t"oni])any. Upwards of thirty-

hve hotels and boarding houses are regularly distributed along the

lakes, and ;ire (piite accessible by the twice-daily steamers.

Anv description of the .Muskoka Lakes would be incom]jlete

without referring to the splen<lid service given by the five tuie

steamers of the .Sluskoka Navigation Companv. These boats, which
make two tri])s dailv in the season, are handsomely litti'd up and
equipped , a tirst-class meal is provided, so that no apprehension on
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