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itif? lip tli«' jtrcit Norlli-Wf.-it. [Hear.] Tlio opt'uinjr u]) i»f tliesw liiiidrt,

Kiistwiinl and Wi'stwanl, and especially Wi-slward, will rntuil the iiuuiK'im-

li(»n of H ni'w sysfciM (d' cmitfrafiiin. l.'iniifrraliiin is wimt the N(mv World

muist look to—and 'he fact that my Imn. Inciid Mr. Mc(iw is ut the head of

the dcparlnicnt which has cliarfrc of that siiltjcct, must ^ivt! tins people (lonfi-

deiice that emijfrution will Ite directed in the liest manner for the hard-work-

infT sons of lahmir who conie to Canada as a refnire from all parts of the

world. [Oheers.] I am sure, Mr. I'hairman, I (tufrht to apolojrisft for having

detained the meetintr no lon^'. [So.] While your kindness forjriv(!S nie, you

will be jrlad to hear me conclude. [.Vo, no.] I will only say this in coiiclii-

sioii, that if I rijrhlly nmlerstaiul the si)irit of this lueetinj:—if I ri>,'htly un-

derstand the spirit of the peoph- of Canada—the hopes and plans of those who
think that the abolition of the Uecipmcity Treaty will produtto a sordid de-

sire for .Vnne.Katioii, will totally fail, [('heers.] If there are people who
could be biassed by con^idenitions such as these, they are unworthy to bo-

loufi to any fniP eountry ou the face of the earth, Hut, thank God, the spirit

of Mritisli institutions is instilled deep into our hearts, and a bold, manly love

for freedom which forbids any such thing as that. [Cheers,] We kuow how
to h(dd out the right hand of friendship, but if it is refused we know how t«

draw it back again. (Continually have thit (iovernment of this country

laboured to jM'r''. rm their duties to the neighbouring people, but we expect

the same trom them,—with less we will m)t bo contented. While we love

our institutions, we will not interfere with theirs; and while we respect theirs,

we expe(^t respect from them for ours, [lioud cheers.] The diHiculties of

societies create great men ; out of the, ditficulties of nations may spring great

|)rogress. [Hear, hear.] We have been in the hai»it of relying too much on

the motht r c(mntry, and too little on our own strong right arms, and this

may be a lesson that is being given us for the ])urpose of teaching us to be

more self-reliant. We are risiuf into a .sort of national existiince—an exist-

ence we hope to see maintained for ages under the rule of the Sovereign of

(ireat Hritain. Tlie position wf shall hereafter occupy will be one of higher

importance and m<»re note in the eyes of the world than that wo have hitherto

held as an ordinary colony, and it will entail (m us greater responsibilities.

Perhaps the trial we are now undergoing, is but one of the preliminary trials

which are to determine whether we are tit for such a higher state of national

existence. .And when I lo(dc (m the countenances of the men (d' Stormont,

Dundas and (Mengary, 1 know that they are ready, and I have faith that all

the broad country on either side of your counties' limits is ready, too, for

whatever the Future may have iu store. [Rounds of applause.]

The CHA IRMAN then spoke as follows

:

Ladies and (xeutleiueu, the great question of our country at the present

time is the confederation of our British possessions on this continent, (hear,

hear, and loud cheers,) and that it must hare been considered of paranM)unt

importance, I need only refer to the present coalitum ministry, (cheers,) a
coalition with which all have heartily sympathised, (cheers,) and the very
idea of such a coalition being formed from euch opposing elements, must iu-


