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First used by Mr. J. D. Dana in 1863, Manual ofOeolngtf, p. 583,

to (iesigniite tlio "Hronzo or Arciuiic period" of tlio Preliistoric or

*'Ago of ninn," it was not generally accepted. Mr. Dana, wanting

to keep the name in geology, had the singular origiiuil idea of plac-

ing it at the bottom instead of the top of the column of classificu-

tlon,—a backward jump of the whole stratigra[>hic scale and index,

clianging only Archaic period into Archcean system.

Archaios, old, ancient, ap[)lies to the whole of geological science,

and not to a partic dar epoch ; and it can be used only in a general

wa}'. Otherwise, if employed for a group or system of rocks, it cre-

ates confusion in regard to fossils such as : Archuiopterix, Archceo-

cidaris, Archivocyathiis, Arclumoniacus^ etc., which exist in strata

and systeujs nuich younger than the so-called Archiean system.

For instance we have the Archaic period (Prehistoric), Archaean

systeuj (Pre-Taconic) on tlie one hand, and Archuioptarix^ Archce-

ocidoris, Archceocyathus, ArcIuronisctiSj etc., fossils, not one of

whicli is to be found in either the Arcluic or the Archujan. Ar-

chtean is one of those useless and cumbersome names which may
well be dispensed wilh. The terms Primitive, Crystalline and Azoic

series of rocks arc far better and stifllce amply for all demands.

.

III. Taconic System.
I

The greatest error made during the last fifty years is the stub-

born and inconceivable opposition to the existence of the Taconic

system. Too many persons have been involved in the contro-

versy and are, even now, interested in either suppressing it totally,

or at least partially, not to expect all sorts of objections, oppo-

sitions and even trivial dissertations.

Billings in a paper, "Remarks on the Taconic controversy," Ca-

nadian Naturalist, April and July, 1872, has the courage to point

out "the constant and utmost opposition of Messrs. James Plall

and T. Sterry Hunt."^ 1 shall add several other names: Messrs.

>At the meeting of the IiUcrnntional Geoloj,iciil CongroRB at Derlin, in 1885, Jir.

James Hall Juined McsHrs. A. Gcikic and T, M. lluglics, in order to ))revcnt the voting

on thoGonclUMions presented by Prof. G. Dcwalijue, Secretary of the Commission on the

uniforniity of nomenclature, which was entirely favorable to the Taconic system.

The postponement until the meeting in London, In 1888, of the subject of divisions of

the second order for the Lower Paioiozoic series, on the ground that it "was mainly
an English question," was a manwuvru on the part of those opposed to rendering Jus-

tice to the Just claim of American geology.

Those wlio succeeded in withdrawing Professor Dewalqne's proposition have in

view the interest of £ni,Ush geologists; I'oping to have, at the Loudon meeting, a nia-


