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early period, so that the winter shall not pass over without obtaining from the Legislature
such jiowers as may enable you to commence a well arranged xVlilitary organization of the
i'roviuces, and prepare for sueh emergeucies as, though they cannot be accurately fore-
ticeu, it must be evident to everybody, may possibly arise, and are at present very inad-
equately provided for. J i is in time of peace that preliminary measures of defence should
be i.erfected, so that in the event of war they may be found so far ready as to ensure that
an enemy sliall not obtain a footing in the country, before aid is forthcoming from other
portions of the Empire.

" I have, &c,,
'• [tiiguedjj N%\fcA^Tii:.

" Governor Viscount Monck, &c., &c., &c."

Lord Monck, whose astuteness and ability none can doubt,
feeling, we must suppose, that the above despatch was in part

aimed at him, lor his apparent want oi" vigor, prepared the
Ibllowing Memorandum, which we lay belbre our readers, with
the introductory coiTespondence :

—

(Copy No. 4.)

'•'GovBRNMENT HousE, Quebec, January yth, 186d.

" My Loud Dukk,—1 have the honor to transmit for your Grace's information a copy
of a memorandum whicli I have thought right to place before the Executive Council of

uonj"b"M.[ccio,Mi,i.
^^'^ I'l-ovince on the subject of the Militia organization, together with

a note from me to Mr. Macdonald, the Prime Minister, when sending him this memo-
randum.

" Early in the autumn the Governor appointed Lieut. Col. Wily to proceed through
the Province and make an insi)ection and conttdential report on the state of the Active
Force. This inspection occupied a considerable time, and the memorandum which I have
now the honor to enclose to your Grace .vas written by me on the rejjort made by Lieut
Col. Wiley.

It is right I should add that the numbers cf the Active Force have been largely

: M^md since the time of Lieut. Col. Wiley's inspection, and that they at present amount
iv. If u ihan 18,000 men.

"I have, &c.,
" [fciignedj, Monck.

" His Grace tlie Duke of Newcastle, K.G., &o., &c., &c.

" guEBEC, December 17th, 18t)2.

" My Deau Mu. Macuonalu,—I send you some observatious which have occurred to

me in connection with Lieut. Col. Wiley'.-; report on the stale of the Active For-;e.

" 1 should be glad thai you would bring these views before your colleagues in order

that you and they may consider before tl;? meeting of Parliament, whether you would
think it well to introduce any measure to correct ihe defects of th<» present Militia Law

" Helieve me, &c.,

" [Signed
J, Monck.

" Tho Houorablu J. 8. Mucdonald, kc, Alc, Ac.
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