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inveterate enemy—fuch a declaration can hardly

be fuppofcd to have been very favourably re-

ceived. There were not, hov/ever, wanting

men to vindicate this meafure ; while the majo-

rity of the American party only endeavoured to

palliate it. They attributed it to that fyftem

of oppreflion, which Adminiftration, they faid,

had uniformly purfued ; to the contempt with

which every petition had been received, and

every remonftrance rejected} and looked for-

ward to the time, when under the adminiftration

of men in whom they could conBde, and upoti

the adoption of meafures they might deem

equitable, the Americans would revoke this

declaration. In the mean time, every packet*

that arrived from America, brought frefh proofs

of her fixed purpofe to emancipate herfclf from

the dominion of this country. The feeds of

rebellion, fcattered with a profufe hand, were

fpreading widely. The foil was friendly, and

the climate genial.

Pofterity will hardly credit the tale, that at a

time, when we were at peace with all the worlds

except America, there could be found a man^

who, urging fo difgraceful a motive as the defeat

of our arms, could propofe to the people of

this country to acknowledge American inde-

pendence*


