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peace. The hitter, not trustinfij

implicitly to the declarations of his

adversary, had detained his am-
bassadors on frivolous pretexts.

One of them had found means,
with two of the suite, to evade the

vigilance of 'I'amorce, and, escap-

ing in a small canoe, arrived at

Whahoo about the tune I was

leaving the island. He brought

information that Tamoree was

preparing to come up to the wind-

ward islands in a brig, lately built

at Atooai ; his plan was to come
olT the port as u foreign vessel,

t:xpectii)g tiiat Tamaihamaiiia

would come olV on boanl, as is his

ruslom, when he intended to se-

cure him or put him to death.

This plan might have succeeded

;

hut the knowledge of it not only de-

stroyed its efl'ect, but has served to

give a show of justice to Tamai-

hamaiha's determination of invad-

ing tile island.

The king was desirous to have

my opinion of the intended expe-

dition, and to show me the means
by which he expected to succeed;

lie wished also to \n\\. it in my
power to inform Tamoree of

them, hoping through my means
to induce him to submit to his

(TainaihamailraV) terms. lie

accordingly ordered a review be-

fore my departure. On the day

appointed, the troops arrived i)y

divisions, under tlieir respective

ciiiefs, and formed, with a mixture

of native and foreign discipline, on

a fine parade that hail Ijeen pre-

viously cleared for the purpose.

They were dressed in their best

api)arel, and armed with muskets,

and lances of trom three to five

fathoms long. Tiiey formed in a

column of twelve ahi-east, the

musketry in front. After going

through their exercises with much
precision, they Ibrmed in a close

column, and the oath to support
their sovereign in the war was
administered by the high priest
with great solemnity.

On this occasion there was, I

believe, alwut 700 nren under
arms, 400 of which were musket-
eers. M.\ny of the young chiefs
and their attendahts were gaily
dressed in their feather cjoaks and
helmets ; the king in particular

made a very noble appearance:
he looked and behaverl like a ge-
neral. Tamaihamaiiia apologized
for tile small number of men on
parade, winch, he said, were only
his guards and those immediately
in the neighbourhood, and added,
that, if I would agree to wait a few
days, he would assemble ten times
the number.

After the |iarade, Tamaihamai-
iia assembled his principal chiefs,

and in their presence asked my
opinion on what he ought to do in

the war of Atooai. I advised him
to use every means to terminate it

in an honourable manner l)y nego-

tiation, and, if that should fail, to

take every possible precaution to

secure tlie tranquillity of the wind-

ward islands ; to collect stores of

provisions; and to go down with

only a suHicient numlierof men to

conquer Atooai, leaving some of

his vessels to windward to bring

him reinforcements of men and

provisions, if he required them.

My advice was approved of; and

I was again requested to use my
inlluence with Tamoree, to have

it settled on honourable terms.

After this cabinet council, the

king ordered a sham fight, with

their native weapons blunted, in

wiiicli the Indians displayed great

address. 'I'his kind of sport is of

the roughest kind, and often ter-

minates in bloo»lshed: on this oc-

tufc.on, no other uccident happened


