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Kunles, and examine more particularly the iflands that

lie neareft the northern coaft of Japan, >^hich are re-

prelented as of a confiderable fize, and independant of
the Ruflfian arid Japanefe governments. If fo fortunate

as to fiind in thefe any fafe and.comm-idious harbours,

it was conceived they might be of importance, either

as places of (helter for any future navigators, who may
be employed in exploring the feas, or as the means of
opening a commercial intercourfe among the neigh-

bouring dominions of the two empires. The nextob-
je6l was to furvcy the coaft of the Japanele iflands,

and afterwards to make the coaft ot China as far

to the Northward as polTiblc, and t» rqn alon^ it to

Macao. ,

This place being adopted, Captain King received or-

ders from Captain Gore, in cafe of reparation, to pro-

ceed to Macao ; and at fix o'clock in the evening of the

9th of October, as before obferved, Having cleared the

entrance of Awatlka Bay, they fleered to the. South,

along the coaft of Kamtfchatka-

On the 1 2th they came in fight of Cape Lopatka, the

Southerraoft extremity Kamtfchatka, lying in lat. 51
deg. long. 156 deg. 45 min. At the -fame time, they

faw the firft of the Kurile Iflands, called Shoomaika,
and, on the 13th, the fecond, named Paramoufir, which
is the largcft of the Kuriles under the dominions of the

Ruffians. On the 14th and 15th, the wind blowing

fteadily and frefhfrom the Weftward, they were obli-

ged to ftand to the Southward, and confequently pre-,

vented from feeing any more of the Kurile Iflauds,

Tliis chain of Iflands, running in a South Weft di^

reftion, from t!u; (outhern promontory of Kamtfchatfka

to Japan, extending from lat. 51 deg. to 45 min. is

galled the Kuriles, from the inhabitants of the neigh-

bourhoqd


