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ChU AMERICAN ILANDS.
tants, that an old man of80 years, one of the Caciques of the Hand, addrcllld himfclf unto Celumbus
at his Srrt coming hither, adviling him to ufe his Fortune with moderation, and*to remember that
the fouU of men have two journeys when they leave this world ; the one fuil and dark,preparcd for
the injurioui and cruel perfon j the other deltaable and pleafant for the men Df peace. Ft is faid alfo
ofthem they knew not the ufe of meticji, nor underftood the nicctits ot Meum and 7uum : JemiHts m
etmmtn to the blellin^s which the earth brought forth, and Cobein of Nature.

Amongft the K«r»trfj of this Hand, they mention a Fountain out of which fioweth a pitchy fub-
ftance, which is faind frequently on the Seas into which it fallcth, excellent for the Calkjue, of (hips

:

Sccondly,a Navigable River (but the name not told us; the waters of which were fo hot, that a man
could not endure to hold h'i hand in them. They tell us alfo thirdly of a Valley 15 Leagues from S.
y<^9,which pioduceth Hones exaftly rounJ.as ifmade for pleafure 5 but yet meerly natural. But thcfc
MO greater Ratines then in other places : nor altogether (o great as in H fpamo/a. Cfwhich they tell

us of a fair River, whofe waters aie Salt, and yet none but frelh ftreams fall into it : Ofanother lake
(tlucc Leagues in compal's^ on the top of the Mountains,tnto which many flivers were known to run
without any £wt. Neither of ihefefoftran^e or rare as the Cue/'/'), a 'kJ\d of Scambc orBteie! : the
eyes ami wings whereofwhen opened givefo^reata light,in the darkelt places, that a man may fee

to read and write by it, as well as by a Candle.

Hlvcrs of moft note, 1 Cante, much annoyed with Crocodiles (n Bead not comn.in in thefe Hand*,
noreifewhere in this) exceediiit; dangerous tc fuch as repofethemfelvcs on the Ba-iks of the flivir.

1 ^riwiio,which disbiirtlKneth it felf neer the Port of Xje,u». ^Hiade J'oraijfuil -jf Rocks and qukk-
fands, at the entrances of it. ^KioEfccndid.i, paling betwixt H^ij^^, and >\\eTon o\ Mateanas,
5 AldrioMnd 6 T'jwi'fjoflefs note : Befidcs thefe there is Xagua, a fafe Stat;oa and rload for Ihii'pini;

of a narrow entrance, but lar^ic and fpacious when onceentred, abave ten I.ea»;ucs in length, and of
breadth proportionable. So fenced on all fides from the winds,that Ihips lie here in (afety without
any Anchor. Some other Baies there be ai ulefull, though not fo conllderab!?.

Towns ofmoft confequence, i S. Jago in the South pan ofthe Hand, iituate about two Leagues
from the Mam, but in the botf^mc of a large and capacious Gulf, the molf no:ed Port of all thefe

Seas. Built by Doh Vitgo de yeblqutSy Ak.i^i 4. Afterwards made a hijhofs See, beautified with a
Cathedral; 'bme Kf;^/^(«M houfes ; once not inferiour unto any^or numbers of People, though now
few enough. Bawctfo, 30 Leagues on the Eaft ofS.^-'g'j the *(i»me Foundation as the other; and
neigliboured by great quantities of Ebtn-wood, j S. Salvador, by fouK called Bajfmoy according to the

old name of the Province in whicli it ftandeth ; built by Velafco in the moft pic.ifjnt and richeli part

of all the Hand ; but not fo iitly,as the other, for Trade and Merchandife. 4 Vorto del frincipe^m Ha-
ven Town in the North parts : not far from which is the Fountain ofa pitchie cr bituminous liquor,

fpok'-n of before ; wliich I conceive to be much ofthe fame nature with the Fi untairs of Njphta in
liic Eaft. 5 IrinnUd, another ofJ'f/tffcoj found ttions, nine or ten leagues Eallward ofthePortof
Xa^ua; ouce well frcquented.but now foi fakeu, and meernothin?,. 6 Havana in the North parts,ojT-

polite to Vhrida^x noted and wel traded Port; fo ftrongly lituatc Sic foriilicd both by Nature and Art,
that it feems impregnal)lc. The llntrances defended widi two notable Caftles -, a greater then either

oppolite to the mouth of the Haven; all fo commodioully built,and well planted with Ordnance, that

they are able to keep out and fcatter the greateft Navy. Neer one of them llandeth an high Tower,
fromthetop whereof notice is given unto the Gm»r(ij, of every (hip that comet h withhi view of the
H^atcbmen. I'he bdi afliirance, not only of this Hand but the I'av of Mexico ; and therefore honoured
for the moli part with the feat of the Goverwutt and the greateJl Trade of all thefe Seas : the Ihips

which are bound for Sfiam from all parts ofthe Gulj, tarrying htre for one another, till all met toge-

ther, and fettiHg fail from hence by the Sirf»tj of Bahama, amongft the Hies of the Vucaior.

This llanil one ot the lirlt which was difcovered by Cetumbut : who having almoll tired the .^^d-

M/<r^f with the expe£^ation, (irft fell upon the Hand ofGuabaitaui, oneoftheLoctfio;, to which he
gave the name of S. Savous. From thence he failed to Baracoa, on the North of this Hand, which
he caufed to be called FernandtHa, in honour ofFtr/^iHand the Catbolicl{i King ofCafiilt and Aragon ;

at whofe charge and the incouragement ofyahella his Htrtkl( Qyecn, he pucfued this entcrpilfe. Lan-
ding,he askctl the People ifthey knew CifannoQyy which name Faulm Vetieitu calls the llle aiJapaM)
and they conceiving that he enquired after Cibao (of great note for the richeft Mines in Hifpamala^

pointed towards Haytj\(onK ofthem going with him to conduA him thhher.Cuba by this means laid

alide,and all the thoughts of Spain upon Hilpanitla^ve^Kte they found many golden provccations to in-

vite their flay; till hun^ring after more Gold,and fome new Plan(at:ons,they palled over hither : and
in,6w years by the prudent cunduAofK(/afi.-«,gcjtfu(h footing in it,and made that footing good by

fo many Colonics ; that their title and pofleilion was beyond difpute ; and fo cootinued to this day,

6. JAMAICA.

I
A MAICA lyethonthe South of C«/i«, from .which diiiant so League9,and as much,or very lit-

tle motcftomHiipoMioU. Difcovered in thefccond voyage of C9/«mt«i,by whomnamed^. Jago ;

(hat name changed afterwards to Jamaica.

It is in length from EoA to Weil about $0 Leagi|es,and in breadth 10. the whole compafs eflimatrd

at 150. the miticUeof it undet d« iS D^-- of Northern Latitudt. Of a rich foyl, abundantly pro-

vided of all thiqei neoeilary; well flodKd with Cattle,and no lefsplentifitlly llored with moH forts of

FruitirWhichciopc Iadufiry.or Nanvc bave%plyed it with. Great ftore oiCttm vwl ; and fuch

abundance
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