
His Obferyations. i6i

What a Pirate

it.

torcformc, both in the /*fr«, ahdallbin theCounfds o{ Spunc^

and amonglt the Chicitaincsjlouldicrsand better iol-c> with whom
Icameto hauc convcrfacion \ Aiicadging that i?iriic,or Car/arip^

is he,which in time oi peace,or truteIpoylcth,or robbeth thole,

which hauc peace or truce with them : but the Englilh hade xury-

iher peace nor truce with Spaine,but warrc ; and therefore not to

beaccountcd Piracs. ficlidcsjSpainc broke the peace with England,

and not England with Spaine^ and chat by ^xoi^tfr^tf, which of all

kinds ofdchances, is m6U reproved, and oflea({ reputation ; The
ranfomingofpryfonersjandthat by the Cannon, being more ho-

norable, butabouc all, the moft honorable, is with Trumpet and
Herald, toproclaimc and denounce the warre by publicke defi- 3«Sonsof

jince. And lo if they (bould condemnc th? Englifli forPiracs, of
'^*^'°'""

force, they muft firll condtmnethemlelucs. j. j,/
Moreover,PirDts are ihoie, who range the Seas without licence

6ftheirPrince ^ who when they arc met with,are puniflied more ft-

verely by their owne Lords, then when they fall into the hands of
llrangers 'which is notorious to be more leverely prolecuted in

England ( in time ofpeace ) then in any the Kingdomes of Chri-

ftsndome. — ;

But the- Englifh haue all licence, either immediately from their

Prince, or from others therevnto authorized , and Co cannot in a-

fly fence be comprehended vndcr the namcof Pirats, fprany ho-

ftility yndertaken againft Spai ne, or the dependancies thereof.

And fo the ftatc ftanding as now it doth ; ifiji Spaine a particu- The Cuftome
krmanfltbiildarme a (hippe, and goc in warre-fare with it againft .<>< Spuaett

the Englifh, and happened to be taken by them : I make no quefli-
•'*«««

on, but the Company (hould bee intreated according to that man-
ner,which they haue ever vfed fmce the beginning of the Warre

:

without making further Inquifition.

4 Then if hee were rich or poorc, to fee ifhce were able to glue

a ranrome,in this alfo they are not very curious. But if this Ipanifli

fliippefliould fall a thwart his Kings Armado, or Gallics, I make
nodoobtbut they wouldhang the Captaine and his Companie
for Pirates. My reafon is, for that by a Ipcciall law, it is ena^ed

:

thatnoiliftn« in the kingdomes of Spaine, may arme any Ihippe,

andgoe in warre-fare,withoutthe Kings fpeciall licence and com-

miftont vpon pain^to be reputed a Pirate, and to bee chaftifed

with the ^iffimcDt dueto C<^/^wi. In England the cafe is dif- ThcCuft«we
ferent, t^tht warrd once proclaimed, every man may arme that ofEagitai.

wilt,and}Mth wherewith;.which maketh for ourgreater exeropti-

dnjfrom beingcomprihcoded \^ithin the number ofPirates.
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