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Madeira ia fertile in wine, corn, oil, ftigar, and fruits ) the treca are perpetually cevcrcd

Will) bloflbmii and the foil being well watered by five or fix rivers, produces almoft every

delicious vegetable which can add to the luxury or gratification of life.

'fhc fugar made in this ifland is rrmaikably beautiful, and naturally fmells of violet*.

Indeed, this is faid to be the firfl place in the wed where the manufa«Sturing of fugar wa«

attempted, which was afterwards carried to the Brazils ( and as the plantations thrived

exceedingly at this lail place, the canes at Madeira were moftly pulled up, and vineyards

planted in their ftead, which furnifh thofe excellent wines that fcem intended by Provi>

dencc as a refrefliment for the inhabitants of the torrid sone. Of thefe wines there are

frvcral fortn, and not lefs than ao,ooo hogfheads are annually exported to different coun-

tries, particularly to the Weft Indies) Madeira wine not only enduring a hot climate

better than any other, but being even improved by expofure to the fun, after the bung is

taken out of the barrel.

The only confiderable town in the illand is Fonchiale, which is fituated at the bottom

of a large bay, being fortified towards the fca with a caflle and a ftrong battery of cannon.

This is the only place where there is a poflibility of landings and even here the accefs ia

dangcroufi, on account of the number of large ftones which cover the beach, and the vio-

lent furf that continually daflics upon them. *

The town is well built, and extremely populous) being filled with the defcendants of

Englifh and French Roman Catholics, as well as with native Portuguefc. It is likewife

a bifhop's fee, and the feat of the governor.

Porto Santo, the other Madeira ifland, lies at a fmall diflance to the north-eafl of the for-

mer, in 32 degrees 30 minutes north latitude} and, though extremely fertile, is only about

ten miles in circumference.

It was difcovered in 141a, by two Portuguefe gentlemen, on a voyage of difcoverics on
the coafl of Africa^ who, being furprizcd by a violent ftorm, were driven upon this ifland*

to which they gave the name of Porto Santo, or the Holy Port. This ifland is much
frequented by Indiamen, as the harbours are exceedingly good.

We mufl not forget to obfcrvc, that the Madeira iflands are blefTed with a total exemp-

tion from venomous animals} and, it is faid, if any noxious reptiles are introduced, they

immediately die.

Some modern geographers have ridiculoufly mentioned an inconiidciablc barren rock at

a third Madeira ifland.

CHAP. XVIII.

AZORES.

TH E Azores, which are the only African iflands at prefent remaining to be defcribedy

were firft difcovered by a merchant of Bruges, in Flanders; who, in a voyage t»

Lifbon, was driven hither by ftrcfs of wcatherj and gave them the name of the Flemifl*

Iflauds.
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