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Is a stantllng oxaraplo to tlio young
iiivM of our ijtiito, of wliiit may bu
a(!<'omiillslieil by luiliittry and lulo.;rily,

uvcii under the most (lUcoiirajiin'^ clr-

c'limrilaiu'es of poverty ami want of

opportunity. Il(i Is inor« than a solf-

inadu man, inasmucli as hi; not only
rai'ved out his ow'. Kood nami! and
fortune, but aUo liclped others in tlicdr

Mtru;.;gle.-i. Indu^itry, intoKrlty, coni-

bini'd with the better nualitioH of the
heaif ami heart, make up the eharueter
of liim who stands among Ihu leadin;{

men of the State.

Kev. Ai.kiiisd Buu.nsos, A.m.,
D. 1). — lie was boru In D.iubury, Falr-

lield County, Slate of Cunneolicut,
Feb. 1), 171»:t. Ills education was sueh
as could be obtained lu the common
schools of those limes. In 18(K) \i'n

father moved to Sing Slu!;, S.Y., on
I lie Hudson Uiver, whore ho was
ilrowned lu 18U0, when his mother
moved back to Danhury with seven
children, of whom Alfred was the el-

dest, then thirteen years of age. lie
was ihen placed uiuler the earo of his

uncle *o learn the Nhoemaking trade,

where hi remained for tlve years. He
had a toite for reading, and an ambi-
tion to pursue Homo lilgher callin;^

than his trade. Iteading and hearing;

of Roger Sherman, tlio celebrated
statesnian, who was of the same trade,

he felt an ambition to follow his steps,

.and leave the world the bolter for liav-

ing llvcil in It. To accomplish this

object, nice Ariult, he planned to study
and practise law, and it a war oc-
curred, which t!io cigus of the times
strongly indicated, to share in Its dan-
gers, and. If possible, In its glories. In
the fall of 1808, having a disagreumeiu
with his uncle, he started for Ohio,
where he ha<l another uncle. lie re-

mained a while at Carlhde, Penn., and,
finding himself not perfect as a work-
man, received instructions until lie

became very thorough in his trade.
He had been religiously iucliued from
the time of his father's death; and
now, being lu a Methodist family, he
attended church with tliem, and was
thoroughly awakened, and on Feb. :i,

1800, was converted to God. Soon
after this, he felt called of God to

preach, and, joining that church, aban-
doned his former plans, and devoted hin

time in preparing I'or the ministry. In
the fall of 1800 he returned to Con-
necticut. He stoppeii iu Bridgeport,
and informiHl liis motlier and undo of
his whereabouts, and paid tlie latter

for thu balance of hid time, and contin-

ued to live liero, where the way opencid

up for lilm to commeiu;o pnbllo reli-

gious services, as he was licens(!d U) ex-
hort. In 181 1 he married, and oiteneil

a shop for business ; but the war of 18 1 i
so interfereil, that ho removed to Ohio,
to work on a farm. Itcalizlng his inso-

ciirlty on tlie frontier, ho entered the
army, under (}en. Harrison, In 181.%

for ii year. He was at the taking of
Maiden, and retaking of Detroit. At
the expiration of his term of service,

he returned home, and In ISl.') was
licensed to preach. In 1818 he formed
a new circuit in Huron County, Ohio,
where, lu six monthn, he established

twenty-four appointments, and gath-
ered up a hundred and lll'ty niembera.
His next circuit was lu the luirth-west

part of TennsylvaiUa; was four liiin-

dred mlle-i round, having forty-foui"

appointments to illl in four weeks.
He had a colleague, and they had th.oe
hundred conversions as tlie fruit of

their labor. In 1820 ho joined the

Ohio Annual Conftronce. The Pitts-

burg (I'enn. ) Conference was organ-

i

ized iu 1825, with which he was
connected. Ho travelhid extensively
through this re-^ion of countr>, preach-
ing with great success, and literally
" contending for the faith that was
once delivered unto the saints." la
the mean time, he formed a knowledge
of jurisprudence necessary to a wise
administration of discipline, and for

four years read law, not anticipating
admission to the bar. In 18:il the
Meadville College was offered for the
patroiuigo of the conference to whicli
he belonged. The oiler was accepted

;

and lie \/as appointed on that district,

in order that his valuable services

might bo given for the benetit of tlie

Institution. In 18:15 he learned of

the sad condition of the Indians on the
Upper Mississippi, and determined to

press his way toward these and other
poor sufferers. He entered Wisconsin
on the "i-Mli of October of the same
year. He was then presiding elder of
a district extending from Rock Island
to the lieail of the Mississippi, Includ-
ing the Indian Mission. Ho concluded,
in looking for a place to locate his

family, that, as Prairie du Cliieii seemed
to be tho outpost of civilization. It

would not be wise to go beyond.
He could not find a suitable hoiise to
rout; and, material for building and
labor costing sncli an enormous sum,
he wrote homo to liis wife, who con-
tracted for a boat, and material pre-

pared and ready to be put togetlier, to


