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''He that built all tliinirs /s (;<)(i.''

Most Worshipful Sir, Worshipkui. Sirs, Hrkthrkn:

^?«w?T is with sincere regret tliat I have to announce that

^11^ the Hisliop of CoUnnbia is unable, throuj^h ilhiess, to

speak to us to-day, I have been asked, as Cliaphiin

of United Service Lodj^e to take his pUice.

In all relij»ious institutions there are affiliated bodies

which lay special emphasis on certain truths, and perform

special duties; associations for mutual benefit, guilds for

deepening the spiritual life.

These are not religions but the handmaids of

religion.

A Religious Faith must be based on a revelation

from (jod. Our reasoning faculties cannot prove the ex-

istence of (lod, although as a matter of inference it is

almost indisputable.

This fundamental truth, together with the other

articles of the faith, which we who are Christians prize

above all things, are based on the revelation of himself

which God has made by His vSon.

The question we will consider this afternoon is

this: Is Masonrv a Religion or an aid to the Religious

Lile?

Undoubtedly the latter. It is ba.sed on the volume
of the Sacred La7c\ the revelation which God has made of

Himself to man.

It selects out of that volume certain fundamental
truths and it .sets forth, illustrates and emphasises these

truths in such a manner that they become peculiarly ac-

ceptable to men of mature age, of intelligent and thought-

ful minds, and above all of pure intentions.

It is careful not to dogmatise on matters which
separate the various branches of Christendom from each

other, while it lutila^ in one brotherhood those who en-

deavour to carryjoutArfattvj^actipal precepts of the Divine
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