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impoeiDg exterior which concealed the real cbrruption.

Even the most vexatious of all their devices, the con-

tumely of the uninformed youth eventually produced

no other effect, than to keep me nearer the Lord,

whom I found to be ' my refuge and fortress, and whose

truth was my shield and buckler.' Yet there were

hours of overwhelming dreariness. I was not formed

for solitude, and the little of Christianity which I knew,

often rendered the want of communion with a fellow

pilgrim, a subject of almost undevuut murmur. When
I annually heard of you and Chretien ; of your exem-

plary characters ; of your steadfast adherence to your

principles, and of your prayers on my behalf, I have

frequently ejaculated— * O that I had wings like a

dove ! for then would I fly away and be at rest' with

you. Then after a tenjporary reverie,! would awake to

the consciousness of my confined cell, and feel an over-

powering restless aching void, which was only assua-

ged by the application of the gospel ; and with all

solicitude to realize its force, 1 would u(ter—* I will

say unto God, my rock, why hast thou forgotten me ?

why go I mourning because of the oppression of the

enemy ? why art thou cast down, O my soul 7 and

J
why art thou disquieted within me ? Hope thou in God

;

^ for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of ray

„ countenance and my God." This calmed the tempest;

,
and although I counted the interval to the New Year's

, day v\kh impatience
;
yet when the transient interview

with the lawyer had terminated, it generally agitated

, xny heart for some days after; and it was the most

dif^riilt pf»r»ion of all the evangelical schooling which
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