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most pressing need of tlie present time? " The circular further
said:

The problem as seen from the viewpoint of the .Methodist Episcopal
Church is twofold. First, iomehow to conserve the work we have already
done in the South where the migration is IcavinK. Second, to provide
religious opportunities for those people who have come from our own
churches of the South as well as those unreached by church influences,
so that at the beginning of their new life in the North they may all have
the influence of the Church of Jesus Christ to shape and mold their future.

The Home Missions Council, which is composed of repre-
sentatives from the boards doing missionary work in the United
States, through its committee on negro work had a survey
made of the migrants in Detroit. The results of this survey
were published under the title " Negro Newcomers in Detroit."
Detroit was selected because of the large numbers of negroes,
who had been attracted to that city, and also because it was be-

lieved that the conditions in Detroit, although changing, were
sufficiently typical of other northern industrial centers as to

give a fairly accurate understanding of this modern phase of
the negro problem, which might have acute and serious aspects
if not speedily cared for by an enlightened judgment, and the
quickened conscience of the Christian church.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church through its annual
conferences, its Bishops' Council and its Missionary Depart-
ment, undertook to meet the migration situation as it aflfected

and imposed duties on that denomination. The Bishops' Coun-
cil recommended to all the departments of the church that, to

meet the needs of the church as to the expenditure of money
in the home field of the North and Northwest for the benefit

of "our migrating people." that they should do the best they
could. " in assisting in the establishment of missions and church
houses for our beloved people, consistent with their obligations

already provided for by law and by the action of the Missionary
Board." > A circular containing the following questions was
sent out to the A. M. E. churches throughout the North.

> Report of Bishop's Council, A.M.E. Church, 1917.


