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Mr Eliot adds the lollowinj?
:

- -In ademocratir soci.-tv
Ih.- .lass.h.ution of pupils, uccordinir to their M...alled
probable destinations, .should be postponed to th- latest
possible time of Jifo e^^rly determinations of the
carper Rhould be avoided as lonir us possible, particularly
in public schools For example, the point in the ,,ro.gramme of the public hiirh srhool at which ih- pupils who
are not going to college diver-e from the pupils we are notgouing to coljeire should be placed as late as possible
not in theintere.st of the .ollege but in the intere.st otthe pupils whose educational careers and life careersshoHd not be too early determined The .Americanhigh school IS emphatically aschocl in which train-ing for power and general cultivation are the fundamental
deas as distinguished from training in special means ofob-taimnga predestined sort of livelihood. The American
public does not intend to have its children sorted
before their teens into clerks, watchmakers, lithoirraphers
telegrai.h operators, masons, teamsters, farm laborers &c

'

and reated differently in their schools ac-ording to these
prophecies of their appro,.riate life careers Who
are to make these prophe.ie.s V Can parents f Can
teachers ? (an university presidents, or even professional
students of childhood and adolescence '

I nave watch^-dmany hundreds of successful careers which no one-noteven the most intelligent and affectionate parent-could
have prophesied of the runners at tw.dve years of aire

•

and I have always believed that the individual child in a
deraocratir society had a right to do his own prophesyin-
about his own career, guid.d by his own ambitionsand
his own capacities, and abating his aspirations only under
the irresistible pressure of adverse circumstances Forthose children whose parents cm. afford to keep them at
school until they are eighteen y.arsof age. the determina-
loii of the specihe means of earning the individual's live-hhood should be postponed till alter graduation at thehigh school.

The early arrest of education for multitudes of children
18 nowadays recognized as a great evil it is not anev which democratic society proposes to accept, submit toand recognize m the construction of the public school pro-gramme. ^

With regard to the second principle (which seems to be
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