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THE COMMERCOILAXY,.

Now, the cash customer receives no benefit
from the busincss done on credit. Anditis
very unfair to force him to help to mako up
losscs on credit business. Tho man who buys
on credit is the porson who receives the accom
modation, and therefore he alone should Le
charged a price which will allow a inargin
suflicient to cover the expenso of credit busi.
ness, in addition to tho usual profit. When
goods are sold for tho same prico either on cash
or credit, the cash customer, though he receives
ns accom.nodation, is obliged to pay his share
of the cost of interest and inevitable losses from
bad debts, which are connected with credit
business. Nothiog can be moro evident than
that there is nothing cquitable in the system of
having one price for both cash and credit
customers.

The difference between cash aund credit busi-
ness should be sufficiently marked to make it
an object to buy for cash, If a farmer were
raising a small, short time loan on chattel
socurity, he would be obliged to pay 2 per cent.
per month. Accounts between country mer-
chantt and their customers probably stand on
an average for fully six months, and the mer-
chant seldom las any security whatover. If
the farmer pays 2 per cent. per month to the
broker who is secured, why should he not pay
the same rate to the merchant who is not
secured, on store accounts, for the accommoda-
tion afforded. This rate of intorest would ap-
pear to be a fair distinction botween cash and
credit business, at the present rates of interest
in this country, that is; to add about twelve
per cent. to the ‘cash sale value™ of goods,
when selling on credit, in order to cover the
cost of carrying for six months and providing
for bad debts. Even with this difference in
favor of cash business, the losses through bad
debts would no doubt frequently exceed the
margin allowed to provide fo; such losses.

ADDING T0 OUR BESOURGES,

What the prairies of Western Canada require
as one of the greatest considerations, is diver-
sity .of production. The country is largely
confined to agriculture, and in a porthern
climate, the variety of profitable crops is
limited. The country s yet new, and it is safe
to say that the full excent of its capabilities in
this direction have not been reached. Only a
few leading crops have yet been tested in the
country. From time to time no doubt it
will be found that other forms of vegetable life
may be produced to good advantage here. In
this connection it may be noted that the ex-
perimentsl forms which have been cstablished
by. the Domiasion Government, should be able
to accomplish a great deal, by testing and dis-
covering what new crops may be grown to
advs atage.

It is pleasing, to note that alrcady the list of
crops grown here is increasing. Flax, for the
mapufdcture of the fibro, has been experi-
mented with to some oxtent; with very satis-
factory results, and this is ilkely to prove an
important crop in a few years. In Southern
Manitoba flax has been grown quite extensively
by toe Mennonite settlecs for some years, and

it has proved a good crop. It has, however,

Manitoba. fhis, however, has proved a con.
siderablo advantage to the country, and hac led”
to tho cstablishment of a linsced oil mill in
Winnipeg. Thus it may bv shown how the
oxtension of production in ouec direction leads
to tho establishing of other industries.
Last summer flax was grown successfully on
somo of the farms of the Kaye Company in the
Territorics, for tho purposo of oxperimenting
with the fibre.  These teats aro believed to have
proved very successful, and it is underatood that
500 acres of flax will be sown on each of the
farms of the company this year. This will be
prepared for the market, and may ecventually
lead to quite an oxtensivo industry in the
manunfacture of the fibre, and goods there
from.
Another crop which it has been shown may
be grown to good advantage in the West, is
chicory. Some experiments have beon made
with this plant, near Whitowood, Assiniboia
Territory, with oxcellent results, and last year
Juito an extensive crop of ckicory was raised
at that place. This, too, has led to the eatab.
lishment of an industry, in the dirvection of
preparing an article of coffes and chicory for
the market. * :
Probably the most important experiments,
however, have been madoe with the sugar beet.
Several tests have been made with this vege-
table in different sections of the country, and
some satisfactory results have been attained.
An cffort i3 now being made to ioduce a num-
ber of farmers in a western district to under- |
take to grow a number of acres each of tho
bects, and if the requisite acreage is sown, the
parties interested in the matter say that they
will eatablish a sugar refinery at once. The
necessary capital, it is said, i3 guaranteed, and
all that is wanted is a sufficient acreage of the
beets to ensure a supply to the refinery. All
those interested in the development of the
couciry, will hope for the success of this enter-
prise. If, asis claimed, the sugar beet is so
well adapted to the climate of the country,
there should be no trouble in securing a suffi-
cient number of farmers to plant the beets to
supply, not only one, but several refineries.
Sach experiments a3 theso are of great value
to the country. It isin tuis way that the re
sources of the country may be increased.
Every new variety added to the jlist renders
orr farmers less dependent upon the old crops,
and also leads to the establishing of other kin-
dred industries. As the resources of these
great prairies become more fully known, we
may expect many new discoveries of great im
portance in the same line, until our agricul-
turalists will be able to grow such a variety of
creps each year that there will be little fear of
a crop failure all around.

ATTACKING THE FAREERS|

The ComMMERCIAL has been accused of mak-
ing av attack upon the farmers because this
journal has stated soine plain truths copcerning
the :redit system in Manitoba, and the rela-
ticu of the fatmers thereto. Tir COMMERCIAL
belisves thoroughly that the crclit system as
followed here is a'curse to the farmers- of the
country, and' any movemeén* to remedy the
evil should be in -the ‘interest of the farmers,

t!

always striven to romovo.
monopoly, which this journal always constantly
opposad.
back.bome of tho country. This is a farming
country abovo ovorything else, and if our farm

ersaro not prosperous, the commerco of the
country, which depends upon them, cannot be
prosperous. It is therefore the Iatorest of all
to eadeaver to remedy any ovila to which the
farmers are subjected. Tho present credit sys.
tem cs carried out here, is ruinous to the farm-
ers. It is tho cause of ondless trouble and in.
jury to this class of tho community,
ing farmer of Southern Manitoba atated to the
writer recently that credit was the carso of his
district.
liged to pay cash for what we purchased, and
we got along all right.
monoy to pay for somo things we might want,
why, we just did without them. and wo wero the
botter off in the end.
opened, competition became keen among the
merchants, the credit system came into vogue,
and now the fermers are all loaded up with
debts,” These are the words of an intelligent
farmer, and they express the condition of
things very forcibly,

two ovils groater than any others, inflicted up.
on tho farmers, these aro *‘protection,” and

he creaitsystem. These Tir COMMEROIAL has
Formorly weo had

Tho fa'tnors of Manitoba form the

A leag-

“Formetly,” he said, ““wa were ob-

If we had not the

But new stores were

The cash system is an
incentive to economy. Under this plan people
will not live boyond their means. Thoy will
gauge their exprnses according to the length of
their purse, end will look more to providing for
the future. Under the prevailing reckless cre.
dit system the farmer does not buy what he
can afford, but whatever he thinks he should
havo, and “‘hopes” to be able to pay for it
some time in the future, with the result that he
is nsually kept heavily in debt, and when a
poor crop overtakes him, he is unable to mest
his obligations, thus causing serious inconveni-
ence and loss to his creditors. A roform in the
system of doing business would certainly be in
the interests of the farmer as much as the
merchant, and would besides elevate the for.
mer from that position of dependence in which
hLe is often placed, and which often causes him
to be regarded by the country merchant almost
as a subject of charity.

Maniropa, through her Loards of trade, ina
moment of simplicity, asked for an advancein
the duties on flour., ‘The Governmeunt has grac.
iously condescended to acknowledge these peti:
tions by placing an extra 25 cents per barrel on
flour. At the same time the Government has
added erormously to the tariff burdens of Mani.
toba, by placing heavy duties upon fruits asd
other commodities which we are obliged to im-
port. Any slight advantage which the mot
ardent supporters of the duty upon flour can
see in the recent advance in tho tariff on that
erticlo, will be vastly overbalanced by the io:
creased cost of fruits, etc. Manitobans, how:
ever, must ba conaistent in this matter and net
find fault with the recent changes. If we are
going to make the British Columbians pay 75
cents per barrel more for their flour than it
otherwise would cost them, weo should also be
willing to pay high prices for fruit, in order to
encourage fruit growing in the Pacific province,
The thing is ar broad as itis long, To besur
the West is at a disedvantage with tho east i

this tariff question; bt then: the principle it .

the same all around, and if we get more

we bargained for, we will just have to grin and’
enouag -

ing the'increase in. the: duty on fruits, ec,

bear it. . Some of those who are nov:

‘should remembet that consistency is coqgidet@

been grown only for the seed in Southern

' rather.than an attack:upon them: If there.ave,

- greatyyictue,
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