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stork bought and now on the way from uon-in-
] fucted ports, destined for the United States sia
i» Hult or any other Englizh port, mu-t be disin-
b fected on arivad here. The order iy, to om
!( winds, wnncecssarily stringent, and iy, mote.
1 ovar, devoid of that consideration for the vights
o of buve rs which the trade had reason to expeet,
i Whe i to ineus the expense of disinfection of
: stech om contracts already concluded? The
Treasury Departinent says that it shall be at
tn> cont of the importers ; but no Ticasury or-
der exn compel the importer to submit to the
low. This muy be a point prolific of contro-
ver.y, although we presuene that oue paper
makla\ pave not bought muceh, if anything,
atusd  he tinre set under the wodified order
s alse too short and hurried,  As yet, the Nee-
retany of the Tecasury has not appointed in
spectinyg officers, aor has he desynated  the
forerza ports at which disinfection and iuspec.
tion ¢:n be bad.  Does he mean to do either?
The trade would like to be fuformed on these

pinte.  We think that onght to be and that
suoll.

fo] B Y T S ——

Chicago Wheat and Pork.

The Daaly Commerarad Bulletin, 3 vecond of
the produce travsactions of Chicago, in its
issue of December 3lst gives a sammary of the
tndeof 1584, The portions relating to wheat
and porh will be iateresting to our veaders,
aud we give them in full
WHEAT.

4 The year just closed has been av extraordin-
an one in this market, not on account of the
severe deeline, but owing to the unusually low
pries cadhed  Scarcely a year has passed
but what fluctuations in prices aave extended
tmorgh a range of 30e. to 50c., but it is sel-
dom thav prices in the seventies are reached,
amd cematu theie, too, for so long a period as
they buve during the past year. The prices
were the lowest reached sinee the year 1862,
4 woen No 2 Spring in Junnary sold at Gde per
Eahel; odt 1zl prices reached the seventies
m the years 1566, 1564, 1870, and 1878, That
the conrse of prices has been « sad disappoing-
weal to wany caunot he denied, and it is
deabtfal of any oue made any grest sum of
meney ent of investiments in this cereal. Great
have veen the changes, and unfereseen we-e
wany of the events which brought them about.

From the mampulated market ©f the May
fatar carly w the year to the numerous bavk
Lilares 1a thns country, espeeially in the cast,
bethe panic m railroad stocks in Wall street,
321 the fature of nnmerons mercantile houses
i+ this cotntry and abroad : from one to the
fethes were carried these unfavorable influences
which caerd depoession and a total lack of
crfilence on the part of operstors. White
£ fperaters made money by selling short

Bieiile priccs weve in the inetics, they again

£1-1hy buyine_and taking the long side in the

Mo tis or upper sevenides; while some who
lare fonght e dechueall the w ay down, suf

Bioel Busay loeses, and ouly cut, of shiner des.

Brrticndid e take the short side in tie

Brocntice, 1 bas been an unusuzl year for low

The creps of both winter and spring

@t bave feen unusually large—the largest
Paver gatheied in the United Stites, ac.
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cording to official tgures, the agricaltural
report placing the estimate at 320,000,000 ba.,
aguainst 502,000,000 Lu |, the nent Lagest ciop,
in the year 1882, Besides abumlan- copsat
home, torcign corntries were Lsoied wil
bountitul harvests, and with fine weather to
seewre their crops,  As a cousequence, the
forcign demznd has heen only modenie, and
our supp'ies hiwve accumalated on al' hands,
until the stock in sight is the kgest over
known,  From 335,307,000 bu., which was the
estimated quantity i sicht at the opening of
the year, the stoek was reducid by the 19th of
Jaly to 11,739,000 bu.; but fiom this date she
stock comamenced Lo inciease, piling vp steadily
until the c'ose of the yeas the stoch m sight at
the privcipad points of accumumbation was vaty-
mated ub 43,382,000 bu., taking the New York
stotement, wite. which the oler compatisans
are made. The Chicago compilation, which
incluled Minueapolis and St. P al, but not
included in the New Yark stale ment, mahes
the wisible supply at the close of the year
47,479,000 bu,  “the stock in the Chicago ele-
vators at the opening of the year 1881 was
11,500,600 bu., which was inercassd Febiua ¥
26th to 12,811,000 bu. Fromw this date a steady
reduaction 1n the stock was effcete 1 antil Anzust
11th, when there was in stoe only about
2,303,000 bu.  Theu followed a ateady acauna
lation aziin until at the close of the year thee
was stored in the Chicago eclevators aboun.
13,250,000 bu, Tie exports from all Anerican
ports were about 76,000,000 bn , partially esti-
mated, against 69,476,000 bu. for the year 1883,
and 108,492,000 Lo, for the yeur IS8, Stoeks
on the Continent and also in the Biitish mar-
kets huve been smaller than during the preced-
ing year.  Foreign buyers have boen reluctant
about stocking up, in view of decliving prices
and the general dullness of all brzncbes of
triade, and have let  their stoeks become
depleted and mock lower than uwsual.  The
character of foieign advices has boen decidedly
discouraging to dealers most of the year, aud
offered but Jittle encoutagement for shippers to
fornard to the other <ulde.  Prices, itis stated,
were lover mm the British mne ket than they
have heen at any Jme within the past one
Lundred years,
PORK-PACKING,

Quite an active business in perk-packing has
been prosecuted during the year 1884, vet the
aggregate business was considerably smelles
than during the previous year, showing a de-
crease of about 470,000 hogs  The anivals of
hogs dwiing the year were libaial, exhibiting
only 300,000 décveaxe; but the lorger demaud
from the shipping interest aurtarted tie supply
for packers. “The falling off in the reeeipts of
Bogs was mainly duriug the wonths of January,
February, and March.  Chicago, however,
stll holds irs pesition as the Jeading pucking
point of the countiv.  The stanghtering estab,
Bishieuts aned <targe warchouses have heen
sowewhat enlarged daneyg the past you, and

couducting the different branches of the unde.
Most of the Jarger houses are now enguged in
the buriness “lreugheut the yoar, or duting

the widsummer or widwinter monthy, when

the receipts of hegs are sufliciently libem! to

improvoments made in the wramngoments for §

justify it.  The smaller houses have done a
faiv business, but paices of product wete too
low to warrant <hem in extending their trode,
The aggregate pumbe- of hogs pached during
the summer mosths was about 1,500,000, or
about 100,000 less thanreported slaugltered
last summicer.  “The agg cgate naube of hogs
packed during the mouths of January, Febru.
ary, November, aml December was abont
2,100,000, making a grond total for the year of
about 3,900,000 hogs.  The quatity of the hogs
was uol quite so good duiing the fitst ten
months of the year; but dming the closing two
months the quulity has fmproved. Prices of
hogs have averaged somewhat low er Juring the
year, and the aggregate cost of those purchased
by packers was about £45,000,000, The agare-
gate amount of product wannfactured may he
estimated at 690,000 000 pounds, which nay
he classified as follews: Mess pork and sides,
318,000,000 poands; lard, 134,000,000 pounds;
hams, 126,000,000 pounds; shoulders, 112,000,.
000 pounsls. “The number of Fands empioyed
in the ditferent estabhshments is about 15,000
or 20,000—the larger numler in the winter
season. No important chavges have been made
in the wanufactuie: pacners adjusting their
productions to sw't the general wants of the
trade. The cuts of product required to mect
the wants of the domestic trade attracted the
most attention  Those firms which have estab.
lished ageadies in the foicign markets, mann-
factared the greater postion of the product
required for the markets abroad.  Mess pork
met with less facor than usual, and the manu-
facture was smaller.  Other cuts of pork, par-
ticularly prime mess, extra prione, and family,
were made in somewhas larger quantities to
meet the inereased demand. Lacd was prro-
duced moderately, the prices taling rath v low
during the greater postion of the year, and
there was no jaducczent to enlarge the peo-
duction by trimming meats,  Sales of leal lavd
to batterine muhes were fair.  Hams wese
made fargely into domestic cuts, and com-
wmanded good prices daing the gieater portien
of the yeu. Suoulders made 1ather ficely,
but chietly into specia® averages for the domes.
tic trade.  Shoit 1ib sides attrreted consider-
able attention, :nd the wanufacane was liberd
threwghout the year to meet the wants of the
speculative clement and the domestic trade.
Longaud short cleat sides made in fair quan.
tities to meet the wants of the forcign trade.
Foreign Janey cuts of sides mude moderately,
and almost exclusively by thoese houses engaged
inthe frads  Backs and beblies made in fair
quantitics, especiaily by the smailer houses,
. C e e e o .
Steel Plates for the Forth Bridge.

It iz a pretty sight to sce chip-plates or
plates for buidges rolled.  Let us leok for an
instart at the “three-high™ rolls engaged in
1olling a plde for the Forth bridge. A little
deuichinent of wen is laid on to deal with a
plate weighing some twe tonsaud two hun.
dredweigh,.  “The great mass of steel is being
raised to the heat necessary for rolling in n
fusmace in the inunense building devoted a
Yandore torolling and hanunering purposes.
At the proper woment the fumace is opened,

aud the luminous wass is dragged from its



