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MONTHLY SUMMARY.
ENGLAND,

March 23.—The Reform Bill passed a second reading, by a majority ot
1. Asa proof of the necessity of -ome Reform in wHAT 13 CALLED “the
Peaple’s [House,” we subjoin the fallowing analysis of the House of Com-
mons; abridged from the London Spectator :—

Total numbaer of members, 653.  As 1o the ranke and professions of mem-
bers, there arc—VPeurs, and persons connected with pecrage, 235 ; place-
meq and pensioners [ot these one third are connected with the peerage] 63 ;
officers of the army, U3 ; officers of the navy, 24 ; bankers, or connected
with banks, 35; merchants, or connectcd with merchandize, 25 law-
yers, 62.--204 English Boroughs return 306 members to the House of Com-
mons ; 76 of thesze boroughs (r turning 152 members) have a smaller num-
ber of voters than 100 each, and 44 of them (returniug 60 members) have a
amaller number of voturs than 59 each,

12 Welsh boroughs return 12 members ; S Irish boroughs, 26 members
15 Scotch horoughs, 15 m:mbers; 40 Englich Couaties, $0 members 3 12
Welsh counties, 12 members ; 32 [rizh counties, 64 members; 30 Scotch
counties retarn 30 members.

122 English members are returned by themselves or their kindred ; 140
English members are retutned by other patrons; §9 Peers are pattons of
123, borouzlis seturning 173 mealers: 65 Cowmmoners, ars pateons of 0,
returning 9% members ; Governwcnt has 6 borouzhs, returniug 9 snembers.

Thus it appears that 203 members are returned, not by the people, but
by the patronage of peers, eommoners, and the government—1to iy no-
thing of the Scotch representation, which is thoroughly rotten, and of the
commaunding influence of peers and great commoners in the county repre-
sentation of Eagland, Ireland, aud Wales.  When these are taken into ac-
cognt, we shal} not greatly err in saying, thal the absoloute majority of the
Fouse (330) is returned directly or indircctly by less than two hundred sndi-
viduals ! Which, caleulating the populatien of Great Britain and Ireland
at 2% millions, places the choice of the majority of the popular branch of
the legistatare in the hauds of about the ten-thousandth part of the people ?
T will further be seen that of the 204 Euglish boroughs, 76 of them are so
insignificant either in their total population or in their namber of voters, as
10 bave fcwer than 100 electors each, and 4 of thece boroughs have even
fewer than 50 electoss each.  This is a striking proai of the decay in the
representative system—the effect of ** the great innovator, Time. The 45
Scotch members are returaed by betwecu d and 4,000 vots r¢ iu the whole.

When to the glaring defects ‘a the reprcsentative system indicated by the
above statements, are added the bribery aud corruption practised in cop-
sequence of the mode in whitch the yotes arc taken,--the prolouged continu-
ance of clections, with all their riot anddebauchery,—difficaltics of voting
in countirs,~-and the nuisance of pon-resident voters,—we may wefl-ex-
claim—How vast a space is there for reformation! We may add—How
vast are the obstaclcs which a reforming administration bas to evercome !

There is one remark which will presstsclf at the first glance on every
vne that consults these tables,  Britain is the Zrentect naval power, and
smmensureably the greatest commercial power in the world: @5 an azil-
cultaral couatry, it is inferior to many @, . naliary force iz less than
some of the third-mie siates on tire continent of Europe. M might have
been expected that the promiment features «F British society would have
been in some measure impressed on ity legislature ;5 but how stands the
fact ? The whole naval influence of the conntry is reprecented by @ meng
{he whole commerce and maanfacture =cnd to Parhament §0 individuals 5
wlile the army gives 80, and the landed interest 4002 !

The Colonial Trade Bill was lost by a majority of 46. This rews rxcite

wuch oy in British America,
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