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making in all sixty cents o1 the dollar, pa'd
within‘ene year, Bu<iness very good ; we nnti-
cipte & good full and winter teade.”  That
honesty is the best poticy has been demonstrated
by expericnce io all uges, although honest men
do not wet solely on that principle, and every
sign of u closerwdherence to this policy shonld
be haifed with delight, for atterall conlidence in
 mercaatife community is one of - the cardingl
principles of business and prosperity.  The last
doubts of the most skepticrias to the readity
of the trede revivnal in Canadat must now sure-
1y be removed ; the evils ot reckless teading,
and to some extent of reckless credit, appenr to
bave worked 1hemselves onty nnd, if the annlogy
of experiencs.can be trusted, we are entering
upon a cycle of prosperity, which let us hope
will lnsteight or ten yenrsat least. With the al-
vent of better tinves, then, merchants should one
and all adopt those principles of sonnd teading
which have ever proven to be, in the foawe run,
the best potiey. The vonnnercial field is com-
paratively well weeded out, and it re-ts with
them to keep it clean, by exertising caution,
avoiding witd speculations, buying aul selling
as mucht as pos-ille fur cash, aud, abave wll,
dealing honestiy with ail wen, even if it be at
the expease of pmtience sd self-denind.  So
will they strengthen the business community,
and do much towards prolonging the period of
prosperity in the conntry.

Pracanns in the bauks at Peterboro’, Ou-
tario, announce a reduction of the rute of inter-
est on new sivings bank aceounts and deposit
receipts to 3 per cent., no jnterest to be allowed
on current aceounts payible on demand. Loan
compnnies and others offer twoney on wortgige

at 7 per cend,, aud find it wore dificuit o get -

good investments.  Que good elfect which' is
beginning to be felt, is to- seitle the value of
veul estate, and induce people with money to
invest iv i purchasing land; The cxodus to
Manitoba had thrown o good deal of laud on
the market, and o short tine ago it was dilli-

cult, it not impessible, to sell by anction. A7

Iarge estrte, that al the late Willinm Dawsoun in
South Monaghan, was offered for snfe by nnction

Iast week nnder a Chancery Partition Decree,

when four furms were dispored of at  good
prices. But the homestead wus withdrawn at
$12,600, being under the reserved bid. - Busi-
ness is DLeisk in the town. The tmarket
is perhaps the best in the District, priees for
grain allwu_vs ruling  favorable to  sellers.
Notwithstanding Inst year's failure, s large
quantity of fall wheat has again beed sown in
that neighborhovod.  The TFall Assizes amd
Chaucery Sittings wre. just aver in Peterboro’.
1f the number of cases Iried be taken as an
tndex, thiere is not any increase of business for
the lawyers us a ¢ nsequenc of the repeal of
the Insolveut Act  There wus anly one really
contesied case iried nt the nasizes out of about
half a dozen entered, nud only nbout six cuses
at:the Chancery Sittings. The sudden death
of Mr, George [5. Shaw, the popular manager
of the Ontario Bank agency has east a gloum
ile was an active man in all
maiters of public interest, was President of the
Mechanies' Institute and nmember of the School
Board.

A correspoxpexNtT writes from Paisley, Ont. :
The country ronds are now bad, but there is,
nevertheless, much wheat and other produce
coming in.. Fall wheat sells at 93 cents, nud
Spring at from 95¢ to Sl Large droves of eat-
tle, sheep and pigs leave here every week.  Mr.
Hamilton has sofd out his dry goods. business
to a Mr. McBride, Farm property scems tu be
rising in value: there were two sules of 100
acre farms last week, one for §3,000, and the
other for $2,500, which are considered pretty
good prices when so much land is in the mar-
ket. ~As the furmers thresh they find that the
grain does not turn out a3 much as was ex-
pected from. the promise of it in the fields, but
still, on the whole, business is bewter than it
was, :

000,

A Guaxo-Juror wrote vecontly to the Sterthis
¢ity, deawing attention to the expensive legal
processes evnnected with the taying of several
indictments against the same persun for the one
oftence. The itfustration e employed can hardly
Te called o earieature:

& Mary Joves calls at & dressimaker’s on husi-
ness. L is after working hours and the woik-
ing wirls bave left, having put theie thimbles in
a stall paper box.  Mury fancies the box, and,
without knowing its conteuts, puts it iate hee
cket,  The dressmnker misses the box sand
informs the pedice, who find it in Mary’s pos-
session. - Alter the usual formalities Mary is
sent before 100 Grand Jury charged ou thivteen
different indictments, with having commited
thirteen difierent offences, huving stolen twelve
thimbles, the peoperty of twelve different owa-
ers, and a paper box, the property of the dress-
maker. The total value of the property stolen
is forty cents, »ud to send the person charged
with this peity offence before the Grand Jury
ensts the country seventy-eiwht dollars, that is
thirteen indictments at six dollars ench. Auc
the caze might be even worse, fur had the thief
hid the stolen property in another person's
trunk, that other person wonld also have to be
indicted on thirteen other indictments forhaving
stalen property in his or her possession, at a
further expense of seventy-eight dotlars.”

Tuene is great excitement in and abeut
Quebec at present over the last discoveries of
gold in the Gilbert River in Beauee Gounty,
Sevepal Amerienn firms bave bought up pro-
perty there; and sire making exiensive prepara-
tions Lo carry on work through thz winter, The
firm of Ainsworth & Hyams, of New York, have
o very extensive and elnborate establishment,
and are amply provided with all moderyimprove-
menis for the working of placer diggings. Their
claim is geqwrally ¢onsilered by experts as very
rich, Other mines are getting  under way,

and it is very prabable that the liberal aud -

intelligent policy introdaced by Mr. Flynn dur-
ing the lust session of the locul parlinment will
have the effect 10 induce a great deal of
foreign capital into this country during the
next winter.  Sixty neres wholly undeveloped
i3 sxid to luwwe been sold same time wgo for 550,-
However desieable aml encouraging this
may be, miniug reports, we need hacdiy say,
require more than mere hearsay.

A Wesrenn correspondent suggesis as a pre-
caution against fraudulent or over insurance by
tenanis;that companies taking risks on a tenant’s
goods and chattels shonld communicate with
the owner of the buitding, giving him particulars
of insarance. A case transpired lately in a cor-
tain town lying north of Toronto, where by the
merest accident a landlord discovered that his
tenant had about fifty per cent. higher insur-
ance on his goods than they would sell for. He
commurnicnted with the companies holding the
policies and they cancelled the risks, It does
not do to trust-altogether to the hurried judg-
ment of focal ngents as to theamount to write
on any praperty, and now that so many fires of
questionnble origin  have tiken] place of lute
yenrs it would do no barm to hedge insurance
}mlicies with o few more safegunrds ngainst

raud.

A NoveLTy in the shape of a boat.fur ordina~-
ry lrbor purposes has been completed by
Mr. Josepl' Ifoward, of St. John, N.B,, for
Messrs. King Bros. Iiis 15 feet long, 4 fect
5 inches wide at the centre, and 19 inches deep
at the deepest point, She has a deeper keel
than otlier hoats of her size nnd description.
The bilge near the keel is holtowed instead of
being flush, and thus offers less resistance in
sailing, but greater resis'nunce where there is
danger of an. upset. The boat is sharper for-
ward than aft, and has & cleaner run than
boats of her class.

Ax Acgurssive Pumticatiox.—One of the
business curiosities of the day is the " Reterence
Book” issned by the ® mercantile agency” of
Gagnon Bros. & White of this city. The work
is intended as a goide for city retailers and
others who deal divectly with conswmers,. The
compilers say there is an evident improsement
in strutings” We noticn sinee the previons
work that some two or three hundeed # stars !
have sunk below the horizon and others —a few
~—have donhtless deservedly been advanced to
L9 op 32 While the owners of some 200 1o
300 munes that appenced in the furmer book,
bave left for other scenes, neuly 1,000 new
names have been added, Juwdging from the
number of ordersin the hands of the proprictors
we fancy that the retailers have fonnd the worle
of much service. Ttis to be hoped that it will he
an incentive 10 slow pryers, and that those who
evidently do not at nay time pay their Htle bills
will be Tnduced to * move on”” 10 sume other city
and live upon the inhabitaits there far a while.
In the prepaving. of sucita laborions work,
whatever be its morl or social pirpose, it is
almost impossible to avoid errors, huat, as fieas
may be indged by a slight examination, there is
muel improvement in the present book., 1t is
said that the publishers are threatened with
fegul proceedings on the puet of oue or twoy
respectable persons who are rated low. By the
way smmne of lie fuir shoppers, macried as welt
as single, are not neglected 1a thismost nggres-
sive of ** agency ” books,

Fause Pretencss ?—Insurance companics are
often blamed for settling ques*ionable claims
too readily, as thereby they encournge and in-
crease the moral hazard which is the besetting
sin against the business, but those who throw
the blame forget at the tme how daflicult it is
1o gey njury together who do not look upon
the two parties to the claim rathee insthe Vight
of their ability to pay or endure the loss, than
from any point of view whence it should appear
to be a plain business transaction. This was
further illustrated recently in the case of the
North British and Mercantile Tnsarance Co. in
this eity agninst J. B. Lanrenf, jr., of
tord & Plouffe, nenr Montreal, which was be-
fore the Courtof Queen's Bench on the 27th
ult. Tt appeared that oa the 24th February -
last Lanrent insared his house with the Royal
Insurance Go, of Liverpool and the North Bri-
tish and Mereantile Co, in $300 each. e
fivst ook out a policy with the Royal and im-
medintely after insured with the North British
and Mercantile. The full valne of the house
was ut the outside only $300, although when
making application he claimed it was worth
$500. It wns destroyed by fire on the 20th
June, and Laurent then collected the amount
of both policies, A man named Meunier ¢t
Legasse, was owed by Laurent the sum of
S170, and one of the policies was diawn ont in
favor of the former to that amonnt, the balance,
5130, going to the lalter. Further, it was
stated that Legasse had intended, on a certain
date, to fureclose 0 mortgage which be held on
Laurent's property, and that a few days before
the day appointed for the foreclosure the honse
was destrayed by fire. Lawrent, when insuring
his property with the North British & Mercan-
tile Insurance Company, neglected to state that
he had only o few hours previous inken
ont a policy with the Royal I[nsuranece
Company of” Liverpool, and, thetefore, it was
urged that his  intention was to defrand,
It was ascertained that Laurent's father, a sail~
ov, was in his house the wuight be‘ore the lire;
and that the doors, sashes and other movenbles
were taken away. Qtlier suspicious circum-
stances were also brought to the knowledge of
the manngers of the North British and Mercin-
tite. The charge was™ for obtaining money
under false pretences. The defense urged a
technieal objection, as  payment had been re-
ceived in the form of a cheque whieh wus nota
valuable security at the time. The jury, as
might have been expeeted, returned a verdiet of
“not guilty.” :



