If not called for within one month the Postmaster will please return to the Local Superintendent.

—————

To the Trustees of-

School Sectz’on, No.

In the Township of )
JOURNAL OFg EDUCATION,
Proviner of Onturio,
VoL XXT ~ TORONTO, NOVEMBER, 1868. No. 1L

==
CONTENTS OF THIS NUMBER:

3. Parsrs 085 EDUCATION IN CANADA.—(1) What is expected of our Common
Bchool 8ystem. (2) Common Schools in Ontario..........coc.oevvviins

11. EpvcarioN 1K VARIOUS CoUNTRIBS.—(1) The Removal of Glasgow University.
(2) The Bcotch Universities, (8{)1_i e City of the Orphans., (4) Intel-
lectual Status of Spain. (5) nceton College — Installation of Dr.
James McCosh, as Presidens. (6) The President of Princeton College.
m(} um at Princeton Col . _(8) Mr. Cornell’s Educational Bene-
tion. (9) Stevens, the Educational Benefactor. (10) The Peabody Medal
1STBRCOMMUNICATIONS AND THE Pms.——él{ Method of Preservi der in
8chool. (2) Gy stics in 8chools, (8) Female Teachers. (4) Teachers
and theil SAIATIES ... eueeet s otantuer o viat it atnteerennonnsteisinis

. parmes OX PraoticAL EpucATion.—(1) A First Class Teacher—What he is
Worth. (2) Teachers Taught—Counsel for Teachers .. ..................

. PAPARS OX SCIEXCE AND NATURAL HIsTORY.—(1) Simple School Experiments.
9) The Lighting of School-rooms, (8) Natural Characteristics of Animals,

24; BT T T

. PapRrS ON LiTERARY SuBJECTS.-~(1) What are you Going to Read? (2) Evils
of Reading without Reflection. (3) A Pithy Sermon to Young Men
(4) National Libraries in sp:‘&bv(g ";;‘:‘%':;" Curiosit(); ST v

: MONTHALY REPORT 0 MBTBOR VINCS OF ONTAR10.~—(2) The
ul(eteorlc Showers of the 18th November (3) The Recent Eclipse_.(. ) cens

. BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.—(1) Mrs. Secord of Chippews. (2) Dr. Parker,
M.P. (5) 8ir Cusack Roney. (4) David Bridgford, Esq.......cocvee ... ..
M1 vs FripAY REapiNes.—(1) Autumn Thanksgiving. (2) Tho
een and Viscount Bury. (8) Extent of the British Empire............
 EDUCATIONAL INTBLLIGENGE .. .0veroetseetnosentetnatneniiisiinininl soue
X1, DBPARTMENTAL NOTICBS .« o vuusvsestnrinnttnttianeteniniissenstiinnn i

I Papers on Gducation in Gawndy,

"1 WHAT IS EXPECTED OF OUR COMMON SCHOOL
SYSTEM,

Hon. J. 8. Sanborn’s Opening Address before the Provincial Asso-
ciation of Protestant Teachers of the Province of Quebec.

Tts first object is to put into the hands of the rising generation
facilities with which to educate themselves. The State recog-
nizes the duty devolving upon it to provide common school
instruction. That every individual in the community should
know how to read and write, is for the common good. In an
age like the present, when books are so numerous and so cheap,
and periodicals and newspaper literature upon all subjects, cir-
culate everywhere, ability to read and write opens to a man
the avenues for self-education to any extent to which he has a
desire and a will to improve himself.

1t is only one in many who will have the energy and perse-
verance to make of himself an Elihu Burritt, 2 Hugh Miller, or
a Horace Greeley, but whenever the elements of education are
farnished to the masses, we find some of the leading minds of
the age, with only common school instruction, thereafter edu-
cate themselves. To afford facilities for such spirits to develop
themselves, is a powerful incentive in a public point of view to
gecure common school instruction to all. Another reason for
common school instruction is the security it gives to property.
Education in a Christian country cannot be entirely separate
from moral improvement. It has been often questioned whether
the mere acquisition of knowledge improves the heart. We
will leave this point to the speculation of the curious. If aman
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cannot read, he cannot know except by hearsay, anything of
the written laws of the country. Ignorance of the law is no
excuse for the violation of it. The least the State can do
then, is to afford means for every man’s knowing his duties
to the Government. Reading induces reflection, and reflection
strengthens a sense of public duty. It is a low, narrow view
of a person’s interest, in most cases, that leads to crime. When
the mind is enlarged by information, even if the moral sense is
weak, reasoning and reflecting upon causes and results tend to
make one believe the maxim that honesty is the best policy. A
proper comprehension of the moral economy of society leads
every man to perceive that the observance of rules made for
the common good is the best security of his individual rights.
Another reason why society at large has an interest in general
education is that it tends to the greater production of wealth.
The more generally information is circulated, the greater are
the facilities for individual material prosperity. The mind is
stimulated to greater exertions.

The farmer acquires the knowledge of improved husbandry,
the mechanic seeks out new inventions. Every improved
machine that produces greater results with less labor, adds to
the common wealth of the country. Every farmer who
acquires the knowledge which enables him to increase the pro-
ducts of his farm, is thus contributing to the common granary
of the community. .

It is said that in parts of Mexico, at the present time, farmers
cut their hay with a knife. Such a practice could not obtain
where every person could read, and where even & common news-
paper could find its way.

The common education of the whole community is indispen-
sable to a proper appropriation of the people’s franchises. In
a country like ours, where the choice of their representatives is
committed to the people, reading is the great safeguard of
public rights. It is the only means of rendering this system a
common benefit. Men who read and inform themselves, as
every one who can read may do, cannot be led blindly. They
exercise their political privileges with more or less sf reflection.
This measure of instruction is particularly necessary for the
success of our municipal institutions. The principal reason why
our municipal institutions in many localities have become a
snare to the people is the prevalence of ignorance of even the
elements of education.



