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five officers and 195 men in the first attack on March
27th, and five officers and 80 men in the attack on
April 3rd. The work of consolidating our new
position, however, proved extremely difficult, owing
to the wet soil, heavy shelling and mine explosxons
though pumps were brought up and efforts at drain-
ing were instituted, the result achieved was com-
paratively small. Bv dint of much heavy work the
Brigade holding these trenches succeeded in reduc-
ing the water in the trenches by two feet by the
morning of the sth. This state of affairs could not,
even so, be regarded as satisfactory ; and during the
5th the enemy’s bombardment increased in intensity,
and the new trenches practically ceased to exist.
On the morning of the 6th the enemy attacked with
one battalion supported by another; he penetrated
our new line, and gained the two westernmost craters.
It is difficult to follow in detail the fighting of the
next three weeks, which consisted in repeated attacks
by both sides on more or less isolated mine craters,
the trench lines having been destroyed by shell fire.
Great efforts were made to maintain communication
with the garrisons of these advanced posts, and with
considerable success. But there were periods of
uncertainty, and some misconception as to the state
of affairs arose. On the 11th it was reported to me
that we had recaptured all that remained of the
position won by us on March 27th and April 3rd.
This report, probably due to old craters having been
mistaken for new ones, was subsequently found to
be incorrect. The new craters, being exposed to
the enemy’s view and to the full weight of his
artillery fire, have proved untenable, and at the
present time our troops are occupying trenches




