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LETTER
Publilhed in the New-Tork Mercury, January 5, 1756.

Mr. Gaine,

The following Letter from a Gentleman in New-Torkt to his Friend at

Philadelphia.^ is upon a Subjedl of fo much Importance, that I beg you'll

give it a Place in your Paper.

S I R,

/Thank you for the Copy <?/'Evans'j Map of the Middle Britifli Colonies.

// fheivs in a veryftriking Point of Lights that the Virginia Solicitations

for the Landing of the European Troops in that Colony^ in order from
thence to make a Defcent upon Fort Du Quefne, ivere to the lajl Degree abfurd^

abflratlcdfrom their Fitncfs to ferve the Intereft of a private Company, at the

Expence of the fVelfare of the Public. Had General Braddock'j Anny fuc-

cecded in that Enterprize, it ivould, in my humble Opinion, have been a ufelefs

and untenable Acquifition -, and therefore nothing could be more fortunate, than

that Part of the Scheme for dividing the Troops, and General ShirleyV pro-

ceeding to Ofwego, by which Means that Garrifon has been prefervedfrom fall-

ing into the Hands of our Enemies ; vjhich but for hisfingular Precaution, would

have been it's inevitable Fate. If we can maintain the Command of the Lake
Ontario, the Forts at Prelque Ifle, Riviere Bcuf, and that at Du Quefne,

with all the other Encroachments on the Ohio, mufi neceffarily fall, becaufe the

only remaining Routfrom Canada, thro* the Outawais-River, the Lakes Huron
and Erie, will be attended with infuperable Difficulties. But if the French are

permitted to pafs thro' the Lake Ontario, and to continue their Forts at La
Gallette, Frontenac and Niagara, // will be impoffible to preferve the Country,

or the Fidelity of the Five Nations, or to defend the Frontiers of our South-

wefiern Colonies. This appears evident from all the Maps of the back Country -,

and if one may argue from the Fejfels which General Shirley built laft Summer
upon the Lake, the IVorks erefied at Ofwego, and theflrong Garrifon left there

this Winter, doubtlefs he confiders the Poffeffion of the Lands on both Sides of

that Lake, and the compleat Command of it, as the grand Objeil which he ought

to have in View. But nothing to Purpcfc can be done, without the Redu^ion

<?/ Frontenac, which commands the Entrancefrom Canada, and is diflant about

1 80 Miles from Montreal. Confidering the Matter in this Light, I was ex-

tremely furprifed to find the Author of the Map you fent me, endeavouring to

cbjiru^ the Attempt upon Frontenac, by putting in a Claim to it, on the Behalf
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