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ral qualifications as enable me in some small measure to

sustain the respectability of the office,—above all, if I did

not humbly tru^i that God has given me some concern for

the grand objects of that as well as of other -offices in the

Christian Ministry,—I could not have been justified in ac-

cepting it, although if I had not done so, the Church in

Canada, from circumstances with which you are acquainted,

would have been seen for an indefinite time withouta Bishop.

But if 1 had reason to shrink beforehand from the charge, I

do solemly assure you, that in the occupation of it, I daily

feel cause to tremble.

Among the difficulties now attaching to the charge, is one

circumstance which in another point of view would seem to

be an eminent advantage—namely that I have to take up

and carry on the labours left to me by such a man us the

Bishop of Quebec. It is not my purpose to enlarge upon

the character of that devoted servant of the Lord, whose

race, in our weak apprehension, seems to have run out

too soon. Upwards of a year has now elapsed since his

decease, and in accordance with the voice which was lifted

to lament him in every quarter where his name had been

known, we have rendered our testimony, in different ways,

to his zeal in the cause of that Master for whom it was his

glory to spend and to be spent, ^e all personally loved

him : many of us were specially obliged to him, and for

myself I can truly say, that his long and unvarying friend-

ship for me is among the most treasured recollections of my
life. But with such a name as he had and so nobly earned,

and with some advantages at his command which I do not

possess, he has bequeathed to me a task in the execution of

which you will feel that I can ask no fitter prayer from you

than that a portion of that spirit by which he was animated

may be shed down upon mc from the Father of lights.


