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S ©ENERAL DESCRIPTION OF

the white and the red j the male and female maple ; three forts of afli

tree>» the free* the mungreU and the baftard ; three forts of walnat-

trees* the hard* the fofti and the fmooth; vaft numbers of beech trees

and white wood; white and red elmsj and poplars. The Indians

hollow the red elms into canoes> fome of which made oot of one

piece will contain twenty perfons; others are made of the bark ; the

difierent pieces of which they few together with the inner rind, and

daub over the feams with pitch* or rather a bituminous matter refem-

bling pitch* to prevent their leaking ; the ribs of thcfe canoes are

inade of boughs of trees. lathe hollow elms* the bears and wild cats

take up their lodging from November to April, The country pro*

duces alfo a yaft variety of other vegetables* particularly tobacco*

which thrives well. Near Qjiebec is a fine lead. mine* and many ex«

cellent ones of iron have been difeovered. It hath alfo been reported

that filver is found in fome of the mountains.

The rivers are extremely numerous* and many of them very large

and deep. The principal are* the Ouattauais* St. John's, Seguinay*

Defpaires* and Trois Rivieres ; but all thefe are fwallowed up by the

great river St. Lawrence. This river iffues from the lake Ontario

;

and, taking its courfc north eaft, wafhes Montreal, where it receives

the Ouattauais* and forms many fertile iflands. It continues the

fame courfe* and meets the tide upwards of four hundred miles from

the fea, where it is navigable for large veficls ; and below Quebec*

three huudred and twenty miles from the fea* ii becomes fo broad and fa

deep, that (hips of the line contributed in the laft war to reduce that city.

After receiving in its progrefs innumerable ftreams, it at laft falls into

the ocean at Cape Rogers, where it is ninety miles broad* and wnere

the cold is intenfe* and the fea boifterous. T^is river is the only one

opon which any fettlements of note are as yet formed,

A river has been lately furveyed* by the deputy Surveyor General

of Canada* from its entrance into the Bay of Kenty* near Cardaraqui*

to its fource of Lake St. Clie ; from which there is an eafy and fhort

portage acrofs N. W. to the N. E. angle of Lake Huron ; and another

that is neither long nor diijicult, to the fouthward, to the old fettle-

ment of Toronto. This is a (hort rout from Fort Frontinac to Michii^

limakkinak.
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Q^iebec is th? capital, not only of Lower Canada* but of all 6riti(h

America -, it is fituated at the confluence oi the rivers St. Laurence and
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