
THE PROPHET OF HOREB.
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prays, on Calvary he dies,—and at the close of all,

in the splendours of eternal allotment, amid adoring-

angels and perfected men, we cheerfully " come to

Mount Zion."

Precious as is the Scripture in all phases of its ap-

pearance, the quality which, above all others, invests

it with a richer value, is its exquisite adaptation to

every necessity of man. Professing itself to be his

infallible and constant instructor, it employs all modes

of communicating wisdom. " The Man of our coun-

sel" is always at hand, in every condition and in

every peril. But we learn more from living exemplar

than from preceptive utterance. The truth, which has

not been realized by some man of like passions with

ourselves, comes cold and distant, like a lunar rainbow.

It may furnish us with correct notions and a beautiful

system, just as we can learn proportion from a statue
;

but there needs the touch of life to influence and

to transform. Hence not the least impressive and

salutary Bible-teaching is by the accurate exhibition

of individual character. A man's life is there sketchv^d

out to us, not that side of it merely which he presents

to the world, which the restraints of society have

modified, which intercourse has subdued into decorous-

ness, and which shrouds his meaner self in a

conventional hypocrisy, but his inner life, his manage-

ment of the trifles which give the sum of character,

his ordinary and household doings, as well as the rare

seasons of exigency and of trial. The whole man is

before us, and we can see him as he is. Partiality

cannot blind us, nor prejudice distort our view. No-

thing is exaggerated, nothing is concealed. His defects
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