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" UiKv lunrt' ii|Kiii llu' wiitfi'H ! Yt't on<i< iimrt!

!

Ami the WllVl'H llOUIl'l iH'llflltll IlK' IIH A Hto«l

Tliiit knows ils riiliT ! Wilcdinc ti> tlirir roar!

.Swift Im' tlicir j,'ui(liuicf, wlicri'.S(«>'('r it It-ail !

Though the HtniiiKtl iiiiiHt hIiiiiiIiI i|uivor iih a rrol,

And till' rrnt canvax, lliitt<'ring, Htivw thu {jal«,

Still iniiHt I uii !"

Tlic sjiirit of (lur old Hoa-kinu fatluT.s is stronj,' in En;,'laii(l still; and tho

nation <;lows and thrills to-day over stories of ocean adventure—of devotion

anion<^ messmates, of discipline stronj,'er than death, of perils coura;;eously

liraved, of scenes of wondei- and mystery discovered with a sympathy as

full, and an admiration as hearty and as hij;h, as filled our fathers' spirits

when they reati" the stories of Cook's voyajfcs in tlit; wondrous southern

jseas, «»f the splendid battles of the I»altic or the Xile, or the crowning;

.sea-f(j,dit that " was in Trafalgar's J Jay."

The peculiar elements of uncertainty and constanc danger which sur-

round the ventures of those who " go down to tho sea in ships, and do

Vtusiness upon the great waters," and the close neighbourhood and familiar

intercourse in which they daily and nightly dwell with tho gi'oat forces of

nature—mUhing but a l)oard between them and tho merciless ocean, the

winds of heaven for their comjjanions, no roof above them but that eternal

ceiling " fretted with golden tiro "— impart to tho employments of the

mariner a chai'acter of romance and poetry unknown in the ordinary

occupations of landsmen, and to Avhich the continual succession of new
scenes, strange incidents, and everchanging i)hases of danger from tempest,

collision, fire, and exposure to the last extremity of lning(?r and thirst, add

a i)erpetual, a fearful, and a fascinating variety. Enter a fishing village,

and you may .see in the distant and wistful expres.sion of tho eyes of the

fisher folk—an expression as of men accustomed to search and dwell upon

the far hori/on of hnioly seas- an index of the romantic element in the

calling they pursue. The Merchant Service, also, is not without its character

of romance, and tho loyalty of cai)tains to their owners when a valuable

ireight has been in danger, has shown itself in deeds of heroism and self-sac-

rifice unsurpassed in any other department of naval life. All honour to liim

who is "the la.st man to leave his ship," and who so often, rather than

that his character for courage and faithfulness should in the last dreadful

moment be doubted, has refused to leave his vessel, and chosen rather to go

clown with her when

—

" liOHO from sea to sky the wild farewell
;"

thus c.irrying his sailing certificate into the next world undishonoured !

Dut if there is nmch to be saitl in praise of our fishermen and merchant
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