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volcanic activity of any portion of our country. The

hot springs and the geysers represent the last stages

—^the vents or escape-pipes—of these remarkable

volcanic manifestations of the internal forces. All

these springs are adorned with decorations more

beautiful than human art ever conceived, and which

have required thousands of years for the cunning

hand of nature to form. Persons are now waiting

for the spring i>o open to enter in and take posses-

sion of these remarkable curiosities, to make mer-

chandise of these beautiful specimens, to fence in

these rare wonders, so as to charge visitors a fee, as

is now done at Niagara Falls, for the sight of that

which ought to be as free as the air or water.

In a few years this region will be a place of resort

for all classes of people from all portions of the

world. The geysers of Iceland, which have been

objects of interest for the scientific men and travel-

lers of the entire world, sink into insignificance

in comparison with the hot springs of the Yel-

lowstone and Firehole Basins. As a place of

resort for invalids, it will not be excelled by any

portion of the world. If this bill fails to become

a law this session, the vandals who are now wait-

ing to enter into this wonder-land will, in a sm-

gle season, despoil, beyond recovery, these re-

markable curiosities, which have required all the


