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any change, because the data would remain the

same ; and it is questionable, whether I could

have improved its present form, at least within

the prescribed limits. From the circumstance

of writing altogether from memory, and at

different periods of time, some repetition has

been unavoidable. In the history of my early

life, I could have mentioned many more inci-

dents and anecdotes of a particular or general

nature, which, though ofsome interest to myself,

would not, I am persuaded, prove so to my
readers. Indian life is full of adventures, pri-

vations, and dangers : and the history of many

of their A/arriors would, in my opinion, prove

much more interesting than mine: except,

from the circumstance of my being a sojourner

amongst strangers, and comparatively a youth.
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(Here I ought to remark, as I omitted to do

in my narrative, that I am ignorant of the

length of time I lived with the Indians. I have

reason to believe I was nineteen or twenty

years of age when I left them, which was in

the spring of 1816.

In telling the story ofmy captivity during the

above-mentioned period, I found many things to

say respecting the people among whom I lived,

which tempted me to frequent and long digres-

sions. To avoid the inconvenience that would

have resulted from such a mode ot proceeding,.
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