
which has ever been atti-ined by any
tomraunlty has been very far short

of what may be and will be attained.

STATE SUPERINTENDED l-^DUCA-

TION A NECESSITY.

In view of the fact that democratic
government presupposes the intelli-

gence of the whole people, It Is ob-

vious that, in order to maintain or

Increase its success, careful provis-

ion must be made for the education
of the people. This necessity is so

belf-evident that it has been recog-
nized by all the more enlightened and
progressive peoples. Experience lias

shown that the safety of a demo-
cratic state demands that it shall

take measures to ensure to all its

citizens at least the elements of a
liberal education. This can be effici-

ently accomplished only by the estab-
lishment of a system of education
under the direct supervision or con-
trol of the state. A little reflection

will show the enormously increased
efficiency in the education of a people
which may be secured when the ar-
raagements and regulations are made
on a community-wide scale, and are
embodied in the laws.
The necessity for the education of

the people In self-governing communi-
ties has been admitted even by those
who, it is to be suspected, on grounds
of interest and inclination would re-

fuse to make the admission, but for
the fact that the soundness of th-e

proposition is self-evident. Those in-

dividuals, or corporations, or classes,
who enjoy special privileges, and who
desire that these shall be continued,
can have no sincere desire for the
education of the people, or for the
(development of the power of original
thouglit, or the exercise of independ-
ent judgment by the mass. The mod-
ern movement In the direction of pul>
lic education under the supervision of
the state, has been opposed and ob-
structed by various interests and for
various ostensible reasons. But in
all countries lu which free state edu-
cation has been introduced, the ot)-

structlon and resistance which have
been found to be the most strenuous
and most formidable, have emanated
from, and been Inspired by, the eccle-
siastics of certain religious denomina-
tions, and of these the Church of
Home has been, beyond all compari-
son, the most important, whetlier con-
sidered from tlie point of view of the
uncompromising attitude it assumes,
or from the solid homogeneousness of

the l)ody of citizens wliose action it

directs and controls. It is unneces-
sary here to rehearse the reasons why
In i\ self-governing community, com-
posed of heterogeneous elements, no
relationship is possible between the
state and any particular religious
denomination. These reasons will

suggest themselves. For the same
reasons which render it impossible for

a democratic state to recognize
any particular church or denomina-
tion, it is impossible to permit of the
teaching of any of the distinctive de-
nominational dogmas or doctrines in

the state schools.
But the Koman Catholic church

declares that any system of

education, in which Its dis-

tinctive dogmas are not taught, and
in which its claims to recognition as
the sole repository of revealed truth
are not admitted, is an Imperfect
and a dangerous system. It

will be seen later whether those con-
tentions of the Churcli of Rome are
sound,and whether they are support-
ed by tlie facts of history or by cur-
rent experience. At present we shall
confine ourselves to a statement of

the position of the church. It will be
seen that, on account of its attitude
on this question a really national or
common system of schools is an im-
possibility in a cpmmunity in which
there are any Catholic citizens if their
contentions are admitted. If Roman
Catholics may claim exemption from
the operation of any law of any state
of which they are subjects or cltl-

sens, on the ground that conformity
on their part to the law would be
Incompatible with certain conscienti-
ous convictions of tlielrs, wliy may
not tlie Jew, tlie Quaker or the Mor-
mon claim with equal right a like ex-
emption ? If the soundness of tlie

claim of the Roman Catlioilcs Is ad-
mitted that of the others cannot be
logically denied. But If the general
principle Is admitted, and all the
sects should make the claim, it is

clear that no general system could be
Instituted. It may be urged, as It

has Indeed already been urged by Im-
plication, on behalf of the Roman Ca-
tholics, that the other sects do not
make any such claims, and that even
If they did, ' their claims would
be based on mere "Isolated or eccen-
tric opinion." The fUmsiness of such
an argument, liowever, Is palpable,
because If conscience Is admitted to
be a reasonable basis of claim to ex-
emption, the number of the Individu-
als who may entertain the conscien-
tious Objection to the law, obviously
cannot be a factor In the caee,

NAH

I

A


