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he obliged the countess to be always present. When they

came to the cliapel, lier cheek turned pale and her lip quiv-

ered. "This," said the subtile astrologer, "is the place of

concealment!"

The search throughout the chapel, however, was equally

vain, and the soldiers were about to depart, when Yuza re-

marked a slight gleam of joy in the eye of the countess.

**We are leaving our prey behind," thought he, "the countess

is exulting."

He now called to mind the words of her asseveration, that

her child was with the dead. Turning suddenly to the sol-

diers be ordered them to search the sepulchers. "If you find

him not," said he, "drag forth the bones of that wanton
Cava, that they may be burned, and the ashes scattered to

the winds."

The soldiers searched among the tombs and ft)und that

of Florinda partly open. Within lay the boy in the sound

sleep of childhood, and one of the soldiers took him gently in

his arms to bear him to the emir.

When the countess beheld that her child was discovered,

she rushed into the presence of Alahor, and, forgetting all

her pride, threw herself upon her knees before him.

"Mercy! mercy!" cried she in piercing accents, "mercy
on my son—my only child! O emir! listen to a mother's

prayer, and my lips shall kiss thy feet. As thou art merci-

ful to him, so may the most high God have mercy upon thee,

and heap blessings on thy head."

"Bear that frantic woman hence," said the emir, "but

guard her well."

The countess was dragged away by the soldiery without

regard to her struggles and her cries, and confined in a dun-

geon of the citadel.

The child was now brought to the emir. He had been

awakened by the cumult, but gazed fearlessly on the stern

countenances of the soldiers. Had the heart of the emir been

capable of pity, it would have been touched by the tender

youth and innocent beauty of the child ; but his heart was as
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