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'* And Clubs went for you," he c«ntjoiictl
' Heaven bless oltl CUibs, but bow did he
Snd it out? Uaiigeil i( I umlerstaud it

vet."

Then M Ki» oyo^ feU on. iCi^rnUline, v,ho

cill sat in the- corntr, Sjljuiieli^U' a)id l)e-.

aldered,bos)iookliisli.statihiejptIircateaiiiigly,

•iddi-ng her tell ih a mi|v,vte wha^ ehc kuew
«£ Esther BcnActt and tlie qoiifoH#ded yloi.
" Yee, Certtkline," said Mr. Thoiutoa ad-

vancing tOTraivd her, " you, may as well con-

fess the pori you bad in tliisdllaic. liiit

nseless longer to try to.conopai it Oliver

heard eno»|[li to imiplicato you c^eply,, and
Mrs. Thompson," tuwiing to Hcpsy, •whom
greatly against har wiJl Oliverh^d managed to

keep there, "Mrs. Thompsou wiU^of gourso,

tell what sho knows, and to save herself

from "

"Utter disgrace," he was going to adil,

when poor, ignorant llcpsy, thinking he
meant ".7««V' screamed out

:

*• I'll toll, all 1 know, indeed I will, only

don't send me to prison," and with the moat
astonishing' rapidity, she repeated all the

particulars of her interview M'ith (Jeraldiue,

whoso face grew purple with auger and mor-
tification.

"She bnunj; me tllat half sheet to-nij]jht,"

fald Hepsy, ia eonckiaion, "and told mc
w hat to do, sad said hew all she wanted M^as

for Mr. Lawrence to marry Lilian. There,
dear sir, that's all I know, as true as I live

and draw thebreath of life. Now, pioaso let

me go honte, I'll give np the fifty dollars aiul

the silk gown," and without waiting for per-

mission, aha seized her grcea caJaaii, and
darting front the room went tearing dov/n
the w.:^ at « rate highly injunious to her
corns, anditiio "spine in her back," of which
she had reoently been compiaiuiug.
Thua foraak^i by Hepry, Geraldiue bowed'

her head, npou the tables but rcCused to

•peak, until Richard said to her :

*' MadantAk sileooe will avail you nothing,
for unless, yea con/eas tho whole, I shall to-

morrow morning: start in quest of Esther
Rennctl^ who will be compellod to tell tho
trntk"

i'liere was aomething 171 Hichard*s manner
"^rhich made Geraldine quail. She wa? afraid

of htm, and koovviug well that Esther would
ho frightened in betraying her, she- felt that
site would rather ti^o story fhoiild come
from horselt So, after a few hysi?rical sobs
and spatmodio aittiempbs tc speak, she began
to tell: bow she tirst overheard Mr. Thornton
talking to hii» «ou ot Kstiior Bennett, aot)

how the idea was thoa conceived of using
tliat information fcr her own purposes if it

should be necessu-y. Once started, it seemed
as if she could not stop until her mind was
fully unburdened, and almost as rapidly as

ilcpsy hcrNil^f she told how she had'gono to
New York, .ostensibly to buy the wedding
dress, but really in quest of Lstiier Bennett,
who was easily found, and for a certain sum
entirted in licr scrvico.

"Iwaflwell ncqnainted with the parti-

culars of Cousin Helen's m.nrriagc," she said,
" w»}ll acqibjnted witii Mildred's being left

at BcccliwoQd, and this Windc the matter
ejisy, for I knew just what to say. I had
{il«o iu my possesjsion one of Helen's lettei's

;

lior handwriting wns much like my' own,
and by a little practice I T>^odnced that let-

ter which deceived even Uuclo Thornton. I
told Esther what to say u;:-! do, when to
come to Mayflcld and how to act."

The Old Nick himself never contrived ft

neater trick," chimed in tlie Judge; "but
what in Cain did you do it for ?"

" for Lilian—for Lilian," answered Ger^
aldine., ''iShe is all I have to lore in the
wide world, and when I eaw how her heart
was set on Lovvrenco Thornton, I deter-

mined that she should have him if money
and fraud could accomplish it

!"

"Yes, my fino madame,'' whispered the
Judge again, "but what reason had you to
think Lawrence would marry Lilian, even if

ho were Lilian's unci's ?"
" 1 thought," answered Geraildino, "that

when recovered from his diaappoiutnicut ho
would return to her, for he loved her once,

I know."
" Don't catch me swallowing that," mut-

tered the Judge : "he love that putty-
head l"
" Hush' father," interposed Riohard, and

turning to Geraldine, ho asked, " Did you
suppose Esther and Hepsy would keep your
secret always ?*'

"Idid not much care,*' returned O^rald*
ine. " If Lilian secured Lawrence, 1 knew
t)ie, marriage could not bo undone, and be-

sides, 1 did not believe tho old women would
dare to tell, fori made them both think it

was /*• crime punishable by imprisonment"
•And 80 it should' bo," returned the

Judge. 'fEvery one of you ought to be
hung as high as Hainan. What's that yoo
are saying about Lilian t" ho continued, aa
he heard a faint sound.

Geraldino'41 strength was leaving her fast

but tk\» managed to whisper

:

" You must not blame Lilian. Sho is

weak in intellect and beUcved all that I told
her ; of tho fraud she knew nothing—noth-
ing. I went to Ai fortune-teller iu Boston,
and bade her say to tho young lady I would
bring her that though tho man she loved
was engaged to another, something wonder-
ful, the nature of which she could not ex*
aetly foretell, wonld occur to prevent the
marriage, and she would have him yet. j
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