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science had been earlier, if the okl hititudcs had been taken with

exactness, \vc siiouUl have been able I > trace the course, on sea and

on shore, of the intrepid and immortal ex[)lorer8, who first penetrat-

ed our northern waters, Davis, Frobisher, Barents, Hudson, Ilorc,

Gilbert, Koberval, Cartier, and the rest, with the entiiusiastic satis-

faction which certainty alwsiys imparts to historical investigations.

It would have been far more gratifying, wc confess, if this inves-

tigation had led us to the conclusion, that the old latitudes were al-

ways correct. The haziness and doubt, however, which have so long

brooded over the subject, have, wc think, been cleared away. And

it will doubtless be admitted, that the certainty that the old latitudes

were always wrong' is next in importance to the certainty that they

were always right.
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