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Dkak ICoirok,

SI'"A'ION days on board the good shij) •'Canadian," with a

( Icar sky, a warm sun, a fine, cahu, and a placid sea,

liroughl us into the Straits of UcIIe Fsle. and within si^ht of

eight gigantic icebergs One in shape and si/.e \ery much re-

seml)led your I)uml)arton Castle. On the eighth morning our

hearts were ( heered by the sight of land. To the south we

discerned Newfoundland T.ritish possessions. Under the i)atron-

age of Henry \\\. of l-jigland, Sir John Cabot, along with his

son, in 1497 discovered the land on which we ga/ed. 1 sighed

as I thought of the eight years" war between tiie Freni h and

Knglish, but rejoiced that peace was now reigning, under the

banner with the signifu ant and familiar motto " iieino me impitnc

lacessit."

From north lo xoulh the island measures about 350 miles,

having an average breadth of 130, e(|ualing about 25,800,000

acres. Not so insigniticant. is it? Its lakes and woods are nu-

merous, out the island as a whole is uneven and hilly ; some of

the peaks rising a thousand feet in height. To Ihe north was

the e.vtensive territory of Labrador, dotted here and there by neat

little villages, raised by the industrious settlers and the hardy

fishermen. ( )ur next great rejoicing was our sighting the island

of Anticosti. A French com|)any had the control of the division

and sub-division of this island, and held out great inducements

to emigrants to settle on it.


