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Howei'M, HODiu'i' or latt'i". lir(M)in('s a crown of tl»t)ni.s." And
what (li'ptli of r«'tl«'ctivo thought, as woll as teiiiUM'm'Hs of

[)hiintivo sorrow ha\*' we not in tlu.'so words! "To blunt tins

sting of grit'f, time is Ix'ttor tluui [)rid(' ; hut tijnc wears out

the soul as well as all the rest, 'i'he powei* ot forgetting is

only a weakness. liife tlnis becomes less .sowowful, but it

also becomes less serious, le.ss noble."

It is ahno.Ht unnoC(.'ssary to add, after what has been Hai<l

and what has Ixsen (|Uoted, that Vinc^t has found warm ad-

mirers in every ccmntiy which his woiks have reached; not

oidy in his native Switzeiland. but in (lernumy, in Finance, in

Kngland and in America. His sermons are not indee(l popular

m the oj'dinary sense of that term. I^hey ai'e for the most
part I'eligious essays or meditation.s. They art- made to be

read and re-rend. That is perhaps their delect as stsrmons.

They have to seek and to sele(;t their audience, but they hold

it without diHieulty when once found. How indeed could it

be otherwise with discourses whicli exhibit so i-are a union of

intellectual and moral excelhaice, such originnlitv of concep-

tion, such depth of insight, such elevation of sentiirient, such

precision and beauty of expi-ession, such wealth of imagina-

tion, such w»irmth of atl'ection, such tenderness, such humility.

Add to this a persomUity singulai'ly bright and gentle, en-

riched with the best cidtuie of France »ind (rermany, and
adorned with "the ornament of a meek and (|uiet spirit," and
it cannot sur|)ri.se us that Vinet has won a very high place in

the esteem and aHection of tlK)Ughtrul Christiaps in Europe
and America, ^'ear8 before I made my first visit to the con-

tinent of Furope, he had passed out of life, but at on(> point

and another—in a loV(;ly chateau, the honie of a reHiUMl (chris-

tian family, on the slopes of the .Jura, and in the midst of a.

(juiet Moravian connnunity in Giiinany 1 met those who
had known thc! man as well as waited on his teaching, and
had cause to note the warm and reverend aH'ection with which
they cherished thj meinory of his lihmding genius imd good-

ness. For myself (if I may be permitted a personal allusion

on this occasion) T confess I owe more to Vinet for intellectual

stimulus and spiritual hel[) than to any unins]>ired teacher.
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