
THE DOMINION IN 1983.
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concerned. Men of means led aimless lives, squandering 
their riches in foreign cities, or staying at home to accumu
late more and more, forgetting, or never considering what a 
powerful means of ameliorating the condition of their 
fellow creatures was within their reach. It was not only 
the lower classes that needed improvement, but the whole 
mass of society in all its aims,' ideas and pursuits. Improve
ment on this large scale would never have been accomplished 
by the elaborate theorising and much preaching of the 
nineteenth century. Action, bold and fearless action, was 
wanted, and until men were found with minds entirely free 
from morbid theories, but full of the courage of their new 
convictions, the world had to wait in tantalizing suspense 
for improvement, always hoping that each new scientific 
discovery would enlighten mankind in the desired direction, 
but always doomed to be disappointed and to see humanity 
growing either more savage or physically weaker, simulta
neously with each phase of enlightement. These things 
are perhaps truer of society in Europe, and in some of the 
States, than in our young Dominion, where everything was 
necessarily in a somewhat inchoate condition. Yet had it 
not been for the great men who providentially appeared in 
our midst—our history, our manners and customs, our whole 
career as a nation would simply have been a repetition of 
European civilization with all its defects, failures and vices. 
Statistics of the period show that neither in the States nor 
in Canada, amidst all the surrounding newness, had there 
arisen any new social condition peculiar to this continent 
which remedied to any extent the evils rampant in old 
countries. Lunatic asylums, in ghastly sarcasm on a self- 
styled intellectual age, reared their colossal facades and 
enclosed their thousands of human wrecks. Huge prisons 
had to be built in every large town. Hospitals were 
frequently crowded with victims of foul diseases. Great 
cities abounded with filthy lanes, alleys, and dwellings like 
dens of wild beasts. Epidemic diseases occurred from 
brutal disregard of sanitary measures. Murder and suicide 
Were rife. Horrible accidents from preventible causes 
occurred daily. Great fires were continually destroying 
valuable city property, and ruinous monetary panics 
happened every few years. And all this in an age that 
prided itself on being advanced ! An age that produced 
the telephone, but crowded up lunatic asylums 1 That
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