PREFACE.

The present memoir is an enlargement of a paper which I
laid before the Congrés International des Américanistes, when
acting as a delegate to its recent session in Copenhagen,
August, 1883. The changes are material, the whole of the
text having been re-written and the rotes added.

Itdoesnot pretend to be an exhaustive bibliographical essay,
but was designed merely to point out to an intelligent and
sympathetic audience a number of relics of Aboriginal
American Literature, and to bespeak the aid and influence of
that learned body in the preservation and publication of
these rare documents.
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