conquest! According to the last will of Meiji, our first
step was to conguer IFormosa and the second step to annex
Korea. Having completed both of these, the third step is yet
to be taken and that is the conquest of Manchuria, Mongolia
and China. When this is done, the rest of Asia including the
South Sea Islands will be at our feet. That these injunctions
have not been carried out even now, is a crime of your humble
servants.

In history the people living in Kirin, Fengtien and part
of Heilungkiang, are called Sushan. They are now scattered
along the sea coast and in the basins of the Amur and Tumen
Rivers. They were known as Kulai, Sushan, Hueibei, Palou,
Wotsu, Fuyu, Kitan Pohai and Nuchen at different stages of
ristory. They were of a mixed race. The forefathers of the
Manchurian dynasty also began in this vicinity. They gained
control of Kirin, first, and then firmly established themselves
in China for 800 years. If we want to put into effect our
Continental Policy, we have to note this historical fact and
proceed to establish ourselves in this region first also. Hence
the necessity of the Kirin-Hueining Railway.

Whether the terminus of Kirin-Hueining Line be at Ching-
chin or Lochin or even Hsiungchi, we are free to decide accord-
ing to circumstances. From the standpoint of national defence
at present, Lochin seems the ideal harbour and terminus.
Tventually it will be the best harbour in the world. On the
one hand it will ruin Vladivostok, and on the other it will be
the center of the wealth of Manchuria and Mongolia. More-
over, Dairen is as yet not our own territory while Manchuria
is yet not a part of our empire, it is difficult to develop Dairen.
That being the case, we shall be in a precarious situation in time
of war. The enemy could blockade the Tsushima and Senchima
Straits, and we shall be cut off from the supplies of Manchuria
and Mongolia. Not having the resources there at our command
we shall be vanquished, especially as England and the United
States have worked hand in hand to limit our action in every
possible direction. For the sake of self-preservation and of
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