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Yours sincerely,
Jean M. Sévigny

for Léopold H. Arnyot
Secretary to the Governor General

The Honourable
The Speaker of the Senate

Ottawa

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. C. William Doody (Deputy Leader of the Goveru-
ment): Honourable senators, witb leave of the Senate and
notwithstanding rule 45(i)(g), 1 move:

That the Senate do now adjourn until three-thirty
o'clock this afternoon.

The Hon. the Speaker: Is leave granted, honourabie
senators?

Hon. Senators: Agreed.
Motion agreed to.
The Senate adjourned until 3.30 p.m.

SECOND SITING

The Senate met at 3.30 p.m., the Speaker in the Chair.

The Hon. the Speaker: As tbere is no business before the
Senate, is it your pleasure, honourable senators, that the
Senate do now adjourn during pleasure to await the arrivai of
Her Exceilency the Governor Generai?

The Senate adjourned during pleasure.

At 4 p.rn., Her Excellency the Governor Generai having
corne and being seated upon the Tbrone-

The Hon. the Speaker said:
Gentlemnan Usher of the Black Rod,

You will proceed to the House of Commons and
acquaint that House that it is the pleasure of Her Excel-
lency the Governor Generai that they attend her immedi-
ately in the Senate Chamber.

The House of Commons being corne,

Their Speaker, the Hon. John A. Fraser, P.C., said:
May it please Your Exceilency,

The House of Commons bas elected me their Speaker,
though 1 arn but little able to fulfil the important duties
thus assigned to me.

If. in the performance of those duties, i should at any
tirne fail inm error, i pray that the fault may be imputed
to me, and not to, the Commons, wbose servant i arn, and
who, through me, the better to enable them to discharge

[The Hon. the Speaker.]

their duty to their Qucen and Country, humbiy dlaim ail
their undoubted rights and privileges, especîaily that they
rnay bave freedorn of speech in their debates, access to
Your Excellency's person at ail seasonable times, and that
their proceedings may receive from Your Exceliency tbe
rnost favourabie construction.

The Hon. the Speaker of the Senate answered:
Mr. Speaker, 1 arn commanded by Her Exceliency the

Governor Generai to deciare to, you that sbe freely con-
fides in the duty and attachrnent of the House of Corn-
mons to Her Majesty's Person and Government. and not
doubting that their proceedings will be conducted with
wisdom, temper and prudence, she grants, and upon ail
occasions wili recognize and ailow, their constitutionai
priviieges. 1 arn commanded also, to assure you that the
Commons shall have ready access to Her Exceiiency upon
ail seasonabie occasions and thar their proceedings, as
weil as your words and actions, will constantly receive
frorn ber the most favourable construction.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

Her Excellency the Governor General was then pleased to,
open the First Session of the Thirty-fourth Parliarnent witb the
foilowing speech:

Ladies and gentlemen, Honourable Members of the Senate,

Ladies and gentlemen, Members of the House of Gommons:

It is rny great picasure to greet you on thîs, the first day of
tbe Tbirty-fourtb Parliarnent since Confederation. This
ceremony is ricb in history, custorn, tradition and symbolisrn.
It is also a renewal of the vital relationship arnong Crown,
people, pariiarnent and goverrnent that, today as in the past,
is the essence of Canadian dernocracy.

Tbe people have spoken in a general election three weeks
ago. Their members in the House of Commons bave today
claimed frorn the Crown the ancient rights and privileges that
enabie thern to carry out their responsibilities.

In the election, rny government sought and received a
mandate for its poiicies, inciuding tbe Free Trade Agreernent
between Canada and the United States tbat is to take effect on
January i, 1989. Tbe purpose of tbis eariy session of the
Tbirty-fourtb Parliarnent is to seek your approval for legisia-
tion 10 implement tbis Agreement as scheduled. Sirnilar iegis-
lation was passed by the House of Commons in August. It had
also received approvai in principie in tbe Senate and bad
reached the stage of Senate cornrittee study, prior to dissolu-
tion of tbe Tbirty-tbird Parliarnent.

My government is deterrnined to secure the benefits of
economic opportunity for this and future generations of
Canadians. This Agreernent reflects rny ministers' confidence
in Canada's abiiity to compete witb tbe best in the worid.

SENATE DEBATES December 12, 1988


