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Hon. Mr. CHOQUETTE,-So far, yes. I iknowing the policies 'of the Govern-

think the election should take place alter jment and the Oppositioni. I repeat,

the war, when the soldiers will be able to I do flot speak as a Liberal, be-

vote in their own couneury. If the Govern- cause we are flot any more going to fight

mient is so anxious 'ta have them vote, let electjone in this House, but generally

them -hold the eleetion, say, three months speaking, from 'what I have seen i-n the

alter the waî. !Uhat would enable ail the papers, the Liberals are not afraid of an

soldiers to 'return and give time to the electiof. *but viii Ibe glad to -have it now.

wounded and eick to ;be cured, and they If you take the British Government as un

could vote here. -example, what are they doing? If I remem-
ber correctly the Iaw has been changed and

Hon. Mr. DAVIS-And 'time 'to get the instead af a member of Parliament being

prisaners released. elected for seven years, hie is now elected
for a, term of five years. Acording te that

Hon. Mi. CHOQUETTE-Yes-Uflder ail îoew 1 th-jnk an election should be held
these circumstances we would please the this year, but I see by the press that bath
soldiers in the trenches very much more by parties are going te agree to postpone the
giving them good rifles, goad boots, good election until al ter the war. It might be -in
clothes, good binoculars and good tobacco, the interers of the party, peirhaps, but it
than by giving them a ballot. The soldiers would be -contrary to the Constitution, te
at the front have suff ered greatly -for their have an election no-w. If the Goveinmezit
country, and I arn sure that they would be are in a îîurry ta bring on an election it is
nmuchi more pleased if the Governrnent re- proba-biy because they are afraid that when
tained the rnoney ta bie spent on this Bill to the, soldiers Teturn after the -waî, on ae-
buy cornforts and necessaries than to send count of the way they have 'been tieated,
ballots te thern saying, "Here is a ballot, you they will vote against the Govei-nient.
have to vote for my friend." This Bill may They pr*bably think by 'this rneasure to
have a good sentiment bahind it, but in this flatter tiheiT feelings, but tihe methoct le un-
country there are thousands of men who constitutional, impracticable, and uibsurd.
can not vote on election day although they The first draft of the Bill contained a clause
are living here. Railway men' are eome- which gave some assurance theit the officer8
times obliged te leave before election day, would be appointed ln such a 'way as ta

perhaips to carry soldiers'on their way te give sa'tisf action and security to both

the front. If an election takes place in June, parties. Clause 4 of the Bill as it was firet
July or August, I know that in some coun- printed alter its int-roduction piovided:
ties below Quebec there will be two or three Thr aibeppntdyteGvrorl
hundred men who could not vote on election Thedi ahll bcuiertre appointed on the nrI

day. I have suffered myseif fîom that nomination of the Prime Minister, and three on

sometimes when I was a candidate. They the nomination of the Opposition.

go away by the end of May or the beg-inning There was some 'fairness in that. It would
of June to Saguenay, Anticosti island, Gaspé
or Labrador anid are necessarily absent whenplcPo-harisnte m ftngn

the vote is taken. It would be ten times regard to ecrutineers, but -w-hen I read the

easier, more legal and more intelligent te revised Bill I see thiat that clause lis been
civ thsepeole herigt o vtebu threstruck out. The insertion of that clause
givergiall ines peope thel îighd toa voehbter

is nothing about then la 'the Bill. The à al intel _owd'ht'h
idea is ta make a kind of appeal ta senti- rvrmn a iln omk oecn

mient so that the people may say, "This cessions to public sentiment.

Govrniiet i loki- ate th sldirs. 0f course the 'ballot form lhere would
Govenmen islookng !tertheshow that the soldier will have also the

Thiere is no hurry for an election. Why Ïhave riglît to vote for an independent candidate.
an eleetion before the end of the war? The It would be a question to know who are the
Liberal party is not afraid of an election, independent candidates, but by clause 4 it
but will be gi-ad ta go ta the country. But At wauld appear that the independent candi-
seems ta mie the best way ta inaure the right date lias no scrutineer. WVhat is the reasan?
of all these soldiers is ta have an eleotion flecause there are sa many independents
at a date when they will be here, and whien now? Perhaps some- af the Nationalists would
they will be back on their farmas, and ini corne 'back te their aId love and would like
their honmes-and in a position te vote with ta 'have scrutineers too; but the Govçrn-
intelligence knowing somethîng of the issues ment vas only pîopasing by fhat clause 4
before the people, knowing who -are the can- ta 'have so many serutineers, sud have no
didates in the field, and especially provision for an independent candidate.
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