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What I considered to be a crime, I

would not take it upon myself to denounce
it ; I would leave to others better qualifi-
ed than I am the duty of bringing it up
against the province which I love par ex-
cellence. At the same time I do not hesi-
tate to say that I regret the agitation which
has taken place in the Province of Que-
bec. It it was not a criminal one, it cer-
tainly was very reprehensible. It was not
in the interests of the Dominion, and it
went so far that one step more would have
endangered the existence of the confeder-
ation. For myown part I do not hesitate
to express my unqualified disapproval of
the movement. I do not say it is a crime
to agitate. British liberty gives to the
subjects of Her Majesty very wide scope,
and gives us the right to plead for our
rights ; at the same time I do not think
we could do any more than what has been
done in the Province of Quebec to create
trouble and disorder in the rest of the Do-
minion. The honourable gentleman from
DeSalaberry smiles; but I tell him
that we who reside in the North-
West, who were most interested in this
matter, never wished for such an agitation.
We remained quiet. We were in the
minorty there, and we understood that if
we desired to advance the interests
of the Dominion, of our own pro-
vince, and of the North-West, we could
not do it by our own unaided ef-
fort. We are in the minority, and we
feel that it is the duty of the minority to
go to the majority and make mutual con-
cessions from time to time which will be
in the interests of the community asa
whole. That is what we have dore. If
we had not done it, what would have
been our position to-day? It certainly
would not have been possible to have ad-
vanced thatcountry to the position in which
it now stands. It was only by mutual
concession that it was possible to allay the
animosity that existed when I first entered
that Province.  Certainly had I acted as
my friends in Quebec have done towards
the people of Manitoba I would have
been forced to seek a home in some other .
country. Our friends in Quebec must un-
derstand that we do notcare to submitto in-
justice, when any injustice exists, any more
than they do, and for that reason we de-
sire to protest against the agitation that
has been brought about as not being in the-
interests of the confederation. It is very



