
Subsidies in aid [MAY 15, 1890.] of Railways Bill.

assistance of the Parliament of Canada. A N not. Year after year we have had
great many members felt at the time tbat theaid of the Dominion Government given
the country was entering upon a system tolines that were in no sense Dominion
the end of which it was very difficult te roads; fot oniy that, but we have had aid
foresee: and the result bas justified our given to roads that possessed no provincial
expectations. Supposing that the poli-y value, that were local in the mest re-
was adopted of giving aid from the Dom- stricted sense-purely local roads. We
inion Treasury to railways throughout the have had aid given to roads which were
country, there were two courses which intended to parallel existing roads, vhich
might have been adopted in the way of had enough to do to pay their working ex-
carrying out that policy. There might penses, and paid almost nothing to the
have been the statesmanlike policy which people who hut thcm. The hon. gentie-
would have been something of this sort: man from Monck bas pointed out in the
the Government taking advice from one )resent Bill,
anotherandfrom their engineers,and study- Government propose to subsidize railwavs
ing caretully the map of the country, should running parallel to the Grand Trunk Rail-
have ascertained the sections of country way, and only a short distance from that
which had not railway facilities. As has une. That is a policy vhich cannot be
been stated by the hon. gentleman from defended at ail. The Grand Trunk Rail-
Trent division, nowadays settlers will not way bas been built chiefly by the money
go in large numbers to a countrv where of English people, and it is flt fair that we
there are no railways; and in the older should unde-rtake to construct roads which
districts of the country the people who the ncedz ofthe eountry do fot ask for and
had been living there and paying taxes whicb are calculatedto render theproperty
for a number of years are cntitled to offhose Engilisb shareholders valueless, as
railway facilities. The statesmanlikne poicy far as these new roads car have that eaect.
for the Goxernment would bate been, Anvone wbo takes u i the Bi now on the
leaving aide ail personal and political' Tale of the louse wil see that it carnies
coniderations. to have lokgedi over the the kindr of poliy I speak f to a very
map of the vountry and ascertained the great extent. Therc are subsidies here
districts whie had not railway facilities, for siall piees of oad l different parts
and if a district were found near a great of the country, roads wbic can be of
trunk lne of railway, which district pad almost no value outside of the immediate
nýt railway fiacilities, the statesmanilipe neighbowhood, and hic in a great many
policy woud bave been to have connected fases o niete witb roads that aie alreadv
that district with the greaf trunk ine, nopt in ex-s ence, and therefeore do fot furnish
f0 bave built a ine conpeting with r the any needed accommodation nd Terountry.
great trunk lne, but f0 have made a con- I omiated to say, whcn talking of the vay
nection with the trunk fine if practicable. that statesmen would bave deaif with tlîe
As regards the Governmnent îailwly itself question, that if the policy which have
-the (Governmnent happen te own a rail- indicated bad been. adopted the Govern-
-way some 600 miles long-er-re should ment would have been in a position tl
bave been faken in providing raiIway bring down thei ailway measuresearlier
facilities for the Provinces tbroug wbich -they would know at the opening of
tbe Intercolonial Railway runs, that the Parlianent what portions of the country
roads constructed in these Provinces needed railway ftacilities, and tey would
should, as far as po-sibl)e, he fweders of the have been alcate to bring down a seeme te
Intercolonial Railway, and ot roads (ai- ettld o the wantsof the pople of the coun-
culated fi take business away from that try as far as the means of the country at
lne. I venture l say that any hon. gen- that time would justify the expenditure.
tieman w to looks at the matter as a ques- The Governmeut hve no policy of their
tion of business will agree wit me, if he own no regard for the interests of the
pus aside ail bis local, personal and party different sections of the country. Tbey
feelings, that that is the way that the rai-' wait bere until tbe end of the Session and
ways should be built, se that tbe countrv until every wiember of the ause of Co -
8hould get value for the money put into mons has put bis perseonal vews before
ghem. It is unnecessa y toe ask te bouse them. Tbey weigb the merits of rival
if that has been the policy adoped. It s-hemes. wot with a view te the benefit of
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