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Government Orders

Another blow to rural Canada is the reduction in
regional developrnent prograrns. There have been a
number of cuts in regional development prograins and
that lias been a blow to rural Canada. There have been
cut-backs in the crop insurance program. 'Mat was
alluded to in one of my colleagues' statements in the
House yesterday. 'Mis is another blow that lias to be
sustained by the farmers of Canada.

Wlien you corne riglit down to it, the govemament is
just killing rural Canada. If we have to live with this
goverument mucli longer, there will be notlimg left of
rural Canada. These kinds of vicious attacks on rural
Canada have to corne to a stop, and the sooner the
better.

The Deputy Prime Minister yesterday mndicated that
there is some kind of emergency with respect to this bill.
He wants us to rami it through as quickly as possible
because lie wants to remnstitute the program so that
farmers can have cash advances. Tley will get the cash
advances if this bil goes through but not mnterest free.
Tley will have to pay interest.

Who brouglit on the emergency? First of all, the
farmers did not ask for a suspension of this programn
precipitously and witliout any kind of notice. The pro-
gram was suspended. Lt was put into limbo by provisions
of the budget last spring. The farmers have been left
witli this liangmng over their heads ahl through the latter
part of the spring, riglit through the summer and now it
is faîl. Wmnter is comning. The grain is in the bin. Farmers
have to pay bills and stil this government dithers.

'he government complains about getting thîs done. Lt
lias to get this bill tlirougli as thougli tliere were an
emergency. Whio caused it? Lt certainly was flot the
farmers of Canada. Lt certainly was not the memrbers on
this side of the House. Lt was those people over there.
Tley have to take the blame for this. Tley have to take
the responsibility.

I would say in my few closing moments that this
prograra lias to be rethouglit. Lt lias to be reviewed. Lt is
quite apparent that tlie government did this without
consultation and witliout sittmng down witli the farm.
organizations and asking them what is best for farmers. If
tliey had done that, the farmers of Canada would have

told them to leave it alone, that it is a good program. Lt
lias been in place for 30Oyears, don't toucli it. If you want
to save money and figlit the deficit, you have ail kinds of
areas wliere you can go. You do not have to kill a
programi that lias been serving the farm community wel
and serving the entire country.

My plea is to have this bill withdrawn and redrafted.
Go back to the drafting boards and corne back with
sometlimg that makes sense, something that is going to
help farmers and the agricultural community and ulti-
mately ail Canadians and the country.

Mrs. Finestone: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my lion.
colleague for the very interesting speech whicli L listened
to the other day. L continue to hear today that farmers
are subject once again to the government's short-siglited
view.

L would ask may lion. coileague if lie feels that this
government lias said that basically there are no sacred
cows in our society, everything is subject to meeting the
yardstick of profit. Bottom Uine budgeting is the inmpor-
tant goal. The links that bind us in sucli a unique way in
this country that lias a physical. geograpliy that is differ-
ent than any other place ini the world is not taken into
consideration. Now out goes the infrastructure of a good
VIA Rail transportation system. Out went Air Canada
and Teleglobe to the private sector. Now you are talking
about this new move with respect to the farmers. In my
colleague's view, is this Tory view that the only sacred
trust left is bottom. Une profit one that is shared by the
farmers that lie spoke to.

Mr. Harvard: Mr. Speaker, L want to tliank my lion.
friend because L tliink lier questions reflect tliat slie
knows exactly wliat this governiment is doing. Tlie fact is
that there is nothing sacred ini this country. There is
notliing sacred about Canada in so far as tliis govern-
ment is concerned. Lt wants to carry out a kind of
revolution witliout consulting Canadians. Conservatives
did not say in the election campaign that tliey were going
to shut down hlf of VIA Rail, and we ail know that if we
shut haif of it down the rest of it will witlier away very
quickly. Not only are tliey interested in only the so-
called bottomn lie but tliey seemn to be hlh-bent on
developing the great Anierican model for this country.
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